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Abstract :

The rapid transformation of the scholarly communication environment, proliferation
of digital information resources, growth of interdisciplinary research, and increasing
emphasis on research productivity have significantly changed the role of academic libraries.
Traditionally, librarians were primarily regarded as custodians of information resources and
providers of reference and bibliographic services. However, the contemporary research
environment requires librarians to move beyond traditional support functions and develop
meaningful partnerships with researchers throughout the research lifecycle. The concept of
library—researcher partnership represents a collaborative model in which librarians and
researchers work together in areas such as literature searching, systematic reviews, research
data management, bibliometrics, citation analysis, scholarly communication, open access
publishing, research impact assessment, copyright, research visibility, and dissemination of
research findings.

This paper examines the concept, evolution, significance, major areas, benefits,
challenges, and future prospects of library—researcher partnerships. It reviews selected
literature concerning embedded librarianship, research support services, scholarly
communication, research data management, and librarian—researcher collaboration. The
paper argues that effective partnerships require librarians to develop advanced competencies
in research methodology, information evaluation, data management, digital scholarship,
bibliometrics, scholarly publishing, and communication. It also identifies institutional
support, faculty awareness, professional development, clearly defined roles, and
collaborative organizational structures as important factors for successful partnerships. The
paper proposes a framework for strengthening library—researcher partnerships in higher
education institutions, particularly in the Indian context. It concludes that the future
academic library should function not simply as a place where researchers obtain
information, but as an active research partner contributing expertise, infrastructure, skills,
and strategic support throughout the research lifecycle.
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Introduction :

Academic and research libraries have traditionally occupied a central position in the
teaching, learning, and research activities of higher education institutions. Their major
responsibilities included developing collections, organizing information resources, providing
reference services, assisting users in literature searching, and maintaining physical and
electronic resources. The development of digital technologies, electronic publishing,
institutional repositories, open access, research analytics, artificial intelligence, and large-
scale scholarly databases has substantially changed this environment.

Researchers today require assistance at almost every stage of the research process.
They need to identify appropriate literature, formulate search strategies, evaluate information
sources, manage references, identify research trends, organize research data, select
appropriate journals, comply with copyright and open-access requirements, demonstrate
research impact, and disseminate their findings effectively. Consequently, the traditional
distinction between “researcher” and “library support staff” is gradually becoming less rigid.

The concept of the librarian as a research partner has emerged from this
transformation. Research partnerships involve librarians working collaboratively with faculty
members, research scholars, students, research centres, and interdisciplinary research teams.
Rather than waiting for researchers to approach the library with information requests,
librarians increasingly become integrated into research projects and contribute their specialist
knowledge.

Ramat and Abrizah (2022), in a qualitative study of academic librarians, identified
several areas in which librarians can participate as research partners, including information
discovery, information evaluation, grant applications, literature and reference management,
research data management, systematic reviews, manuscript preparation, scholarly publishing,
and research dissemination.

Similarly, the literature on embedded librarianship demonstrates a movement from a
traditional service-oriented approach towards collaborative engagement in research
environments. Kesselman and Watstein (2009) described embedded librarianship as an
approach in which librarians become closely connected with users in their academic and
research environments rather than limiting their activities to the physical library.

The library—researcher partnership is therefore not simply an extension of reference
service. It represents a strategic transformation of the academic library's role in the research
ecosystem.
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Concept of Library—Researcher Partnership :

A library-researcher partnership may be defined as a planned, collaborative and
mutually beneficial relationship between librarians and researchers in which library
professionals contribute specialized information, technological, methodological and
scholarly communication expertise to different stages of the research lifecycle.

The concept is closely associated with embedded librarianship. In the traditional
model, a researcher approaches a librarian when assistance is required. In the partnership
model, however, the librarian may become part of the research team from the beginning of a
project.

For example, a librarian participating in a health sciences research project may:

e develop comprehensive database search strategies;
o identify relevant databases;

e conduct systematic literature searches;

e assist with reference management;

e advise on publication sources;

o identify open-access options;

e conduct citation analysis;

e assist with research impact measurement; and

e support dissemination of the final research output.

Thus, the librarian's contribution can extend from research discovery to research
dissemination.

Librarians as research partners can also contribute to interdisciplinary projects. Their
expertise in information organization, discovery systems, metadata, information evaluation
and scholarly communication is applicable across disciplines. The increasing complexity of
research information makes this expertise valuable to research teams.

Evolution from Library Support to Research Partnership :

The evolution of the academic librarian's role can broadly be understood in four
stages.

1. Traditional Library Service Model :

In the traditional model, the librarian's principal functions were collection
development, cataloguing, classification, circulation, reference services and preservation.
Research support was largely confined to helping researchers locate books, journals,
bibliographies and reference materials.

2. Electronic Information Service Model :
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The introduction of electronic databases, online journals, OPACs, digital libraries and
Internet-based information services expanded the librarian's responsibilities. Librarians
increasingly became trainers and intermediaries who helped researchers navigate electronic
information environments.

3. Research Support Model :

The next stage involved specialized research support services such as literature
searching, reference management, institutional repositories, scholarly communication, open-
access publishing, bibliometric analysis and research impact assessment.

A recent systematic literature review of research support services identified citation
management, data curation, bibliometric analysis and scholarly communication among the
major components of contemporary research support.

4. Research Partnership Model :

The latest stage is the development of the librarian as an active research collaborator.
Here, the librarian may participate in research projects, systematic reviews, research data
management, publication activities and research evaluation.

Research collaboration may even result in co-authorship. Research on librarians as
research partners has identified increasing collaboration between library professionals and
researchers outside Library and Information Science. Such collaboration can strengthen
librarians' own research skills while demonstrating the value of the library to the institution.

This evolution may therefore be summarized as:

Library Custodian — Information Provider — Research Support Specialist —
Embedded Librarian — Research Partner

Major Areas of Library—Researcher Partnership :
1. Literature Searching and Information Discovery :

One of the most important contributions of librarians is expert literature searching.
Researchers may be familiar with their subject area but may not always possess advanced
knowledge of database search strategies.

Librarians can assist researchers in:

o selecting appropriate databases;

e developing search strategies;

e using Boolean operators;

e developing controlled vocabulary;
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o identifying subject headings;

e applying filters and limits;

o discovering grey literature;

o conducting citation tracking; and

o identifying relevant scholarly sources.

Expert searching becomes particularly important in systematic reviews and evidence-
based research.

2. Systematic Reviews :

Systematic reviews require comprehensive, reproducible and transparent literature
searches. Librarians possess specialized knowledge that can significantly improve the quality
of search strategies.

Gore and Jones (2015) observed that academic librarians increasingly support
systematic reviews and that their contribution may sometimes result in co-authorship.

The librarian may participate in protocol development, database selection, search
strategy design, documentation of searches, deduplication and updating of searches.

This represents a particularly strong form of library—researcher partnership because
the librarian contributes specialist methodological expertise rather than simply locating
documents.

3. Research Data Management :

Research increasingly produces large volumes of digital data. Researchers require
support for data organization, storage, preservation, documentation, sharing and reuse.

Academic libraries are increasingly involved in research data management services
throughout the research data lifecycle. Recent systematic research has highlighted library
roles in providing information, infrastructure, workflows and partnerships for research data
management.

Librarians can assist researchers with:

e data management plans;
e metadata creation;

o data organization;

o data repositories;

e data preservation;

o data sharing;

e licensing;

o cthical considerations;
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o FAIR data principles; and
e long-term access.

Research data management therefore represents a major opportunity for libraries to
become strategic research partners.

4. Bibliometrics and Research Impact :

Research evaluation has become increasingly important for universities and individual
researchers. Librarians can assist researchers in understanding:

citation counts;

¢ h-index;

e journal impact indicators;

o author profiles;

e citation networks;

e collaboration patterns;

e research productivity;

e altmetrics; and

e institutional research impact.

Bibliometric services can help researchers identify highly cited publications,
understand their research visibility and develop strategies for improving dissemination.

Libraries can also provide training on platforms such as Web of Science, Scopus,
Google Scholar and institutional research information systems.

5. Scholarly Communication :

Scholarly communication has become one of the most important areas of library—
researcher collaboration. Librarians can assist researchers with the complete publication
process.

Services may include:

e journal selection;

o understanding author guidelines;
e manuscript preparation;

e copyright;

o licensing;

e open-access publishing;

e institutional repositories;

e ORCID;

o research profiles;

e predatory journal awareness;
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e publication ethics; and
e research dissemination.

The changing scholarly communication environment has therefore expanded the
librarian's role from “finding published information” to helping researchers create, publish,
preserve and disseminate scholarly information.

6. Open Access and Institutional Repositories :

Open access has created another important area of partnership. Librarians can guide
researchers regarding open-access publishing options, repository deposition, copyright
policies and licensing.

Institutional repositories provide universities with infrastructure for preserving and
disseminating research output. Librarians can help researchers deposit articles, theses,
conference papers, datasets and other scholarly materials. This improves the visibility and
accessibility of institutional research.

7. Reference and Citation Management :

Researchers frequently manage hundreds of references during a research project.
Librarians can provide training and support in tools such as Zotero, Mendeley and EndNote.

They can help researchers:

o organize references;

e create bibliographies;

e insert citations;

o change citation styles;

« remove duplicate records;

¢ maintain research libraries; and

e ensure consistency between citations and reference lists.

Such support saves researchers' time and improves the quality of scholarly writing.
8. Research Visibility and Dissemination :

A researcher's work does not end with publication. Research must be made visible to
the academic community and wider society.

Librarians can support dissemination through:

e institutional repositories;
e researcher profiles;
e ORCID;
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¢ academic social networks;

e Dbibliographic databases;

o digital collections;

e research portals; and

e scholarly communication workshops.

Thus, librarians can contribute to increasing the discoverability and impact of
institutional research.

Embedded Librarianship as a Model of Partnership :

Embedded librarianship is one of the most effective models for establishing library—
researcher partnerships. An embedded librarian works closely with a particular department,
research group, academic programme or research project.

Instead of researchers visiting the library for assistance, the librarian becomes part of
the researchers' working environment.

The embedded model can operate through:

departmental liaison librarians;
research-group librarians;
subject specialists;

project-based research librarians;
virtual embedded librarians; and
interdisciplinary research teams.

AN i

Research on embedded librarianship has identified activities including research and
publication, research data management, research dissemination, scholarly publishing,
bibliometrics and research methodology education.

Recent research also demonstrates that embedded librarianship continues to develop
internationally, with emphasis on institutional context, service models and professional
competencies.

Benefits of Library—Researcher Partnership :
1. Benefits to Researchers :
Researchers benefit through:

e improved access to information;
e Dbetter literature search strategies;
e reduced time spent searching;

o improved reference management;
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e assistance with systematic reviews;
e research data management;

e publication guidance;

o improved research visibility;

e bibliometric support; and

e enhanced scholarly communication.

2. Benefits to Libraries :

Partnerships enable libraries to demonstrate their direct contribution to institutional
research. Rather than being evaluated only on circulation statistics, libraries can demonstrate
their contribution through research outputs, successful collaborations, research impact and
scholarly communication.

Research collaboration also strengthens librarians' own research abilities.
Collaboration with academic researchers exposes librarians to research methodology,
disciplinary practices and emerging scholarly trends. Research has suggested that such
involvement can improve librarians' capacity to provide effective research support.

3. Benefits to Institutions :
Universities benefit through:

e increased research productivity;

o stronger research visibility;

e improved research support infrastructure;
o Dbetter utilization of electronic resources;
e enhanced research impact;

o interdisciplinary collaboration; and

e stronger institutional research profiles.

The partnership model therefore aligns library services with the broader research
mission of the institution.

Competencies Required by Librarians :

Successful research partnership requires librarians to acquire competencies beyond
traditional library operations.

Ramat and Abrizah (2022) identified knowledge of research methodology and
research data management as important areas, while digital scholarship, systematic review,
reference management, data curation, bibliometrics and communication were among the
skills required for research partnership.

Important competencies include:
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Research Competencies :

e research methodology;

e quantitative and qualitative methods;
o literature review techniques;

e systematic review methodology;

e academic writing; and

e research ethics.

Information Competencies :

e advanced database searching;
o information evaluation;

o information literacy;

e scholarly communication; and
e citation analysis.

Digital Competencies :

e research data management;
o digital scholarship;

e metadata;

e repositories;

e research platforms; and

o emerging technologies.

Communication Competencies :

e interpersonal communication;

e teamwork;

e consultation;

e presentation;

e teaching and training; and

o interdisciplinary communication.

Professional development is therefore essential. A recent study of embedded
librarianship competencies emphasized teaching, research, communication and interpersonal
skills as important capabilities for successful implementation.

Challenges in Library—Researcher Partnership :

Despite its potential, several challenges can restrict effective partnerships.

1. Lack of Awareness :
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Researchers may not be aware of the advanced expertise available from librarians.
Some may still perceive librarians primarily as providers of books and journals.

2. Skill Gaps :

Emerging research services require advanced skills in data management, statistics,
bibliometrics, systematic reviews, digital scholarship and scholarly publishing. Not all
librarians possess these competencies.

3. Limited Human Resources :

Academic libraries frequently operate with limited professional staff. Providing
individualized research support may therefore be difficult.

4. Lack of Institutional Recognition :

In some institutions, librarians' contributions to research projects may not be
adequately recognized. This may discourage librarians from participating in research
partnerships.

5. Unclear Roles :

Research collaborations require clarity concerning responsibilities, authorship,
intellectual property and accountability.

6. Technological Challenges :

Rapid technological developments require continuous investment in databases,
repositories, data infrastructure, research analytics and digital tools.

A systematic review of research support services identified limited resources,
technological barriers and professional skill gaps among significant challenges facing
academic libraries.

Proposed Framework for Library—Researcher Partnership :

A successful partnership can be developed through a Researcher Partnership
Framework consisting of five stages.

Stage 1: Identify Research Needs

The library should identify the research needs of faculty members and research
scholars through surveys, interviews, departmental meetings and research consultations.

Stage 2: Develop Subject Expertise
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Libraries should designate subject or research liaison librarians who understand the
information environment of particular disciplines.

Stage 3: Embed Librarians in Research Activities

Librarians should participate in research groups, seminars, workshops, research
meetings, systematic reviews and interdisciplinary projects.

Stage 4: Provide Lifecycle-Based Research Support
Support should be available throughout the research lifecycle:

Research Idea — Literature Search — Research Design — Data Management —
Analysis Support — Writing — Publishing — Dissemination — Impact Assessment —
Preservation

Stage S: Evaluate Partnership Outcomes
Libraries should measure:

o number of research consultations;
e systematic reviews supported;

e research projects supported;

e publications involving librarians;
o datasets deposited;

e repository deposits;

o citation and impact consultations;
e training programmes; and

e researcher satisfaction.

This approach allows libraries to demonstrate measurable contributions to
institutional research.

Library—Researcher Partnership in the Indian Context :

The concept has considerable relevance to Indian higher education institutions. Indian
universities and colleges are increasingly emphasizing research productivity, quality
publications, institutional rankings, accreditation, open access and research visibility.

Academic libraries can support these priorities by developing specialized research
services.

Particularly in colleges and universities, librarians can establish Research Support
Desks offering services such as:

-\ Published In Collaboration With
( ? > Smt. Binzani Mahila Mahavidyalay, Nagpur & DLIS, R.T.M.Nagpur University, Nagpur
NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SYNERGY INSIGHT : LIBRARIES AS INTERDISCIPLINERY HUBS
FOR SOCIAL SCIENCES RESEARCH IN THE DIGITAL AGE

e,



Volume-7 (2026) RESEARCH HUB ISSN

Special Issue-3 (Sept) |nternational Peer-Reviewed Multidisciplinary E-Journal 2582-9173
Website : www.researchhub.org.in/research-hub " Email : researchhubjournal@gmail.com

literature search assistance;

database training;

reference management;
plagiarism-awareness programmes;
journal selection;

predatory journal awareness;

ORCID and researcher-profile support;
citation analysis;

bibliometric assistance;

NN R WD =

. institutional repository services;
. open-access guidance;

—_ =
—_ O
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. systematic review support; and
. research data management.
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The library can also organize regular Researcher—Librarian Interaction Sessions in
which researchers describe their research requirements and librarians present relevant
information services.

For colleges, where resources may be more limited than in large research universities,
partnerships can begin with relatively low-cost activities such as database training, systematic
literature searching, citation management, research profile creation and bibliometric
consultations.

Recommendations :
Based on the discussion, the following recommendations are proposed:

1. Libraries should develop formal research support policies defining the role of
librarians in research activities.

2. Subject and research liaison services should be strengthened so that librarians
develop specialized knowledge of academic disciplines.

3. Professional development should be prioritized in systematic reviews, research
data management, bibliometrics, scholarly communication, digital scholarship and
research methodology.

4. Librarians should be encouraged to participate in research projects rather than
being limited to traditional library functions.

5. Researcher-librarian collaboration should be recognized institutionally,
including appropriate acknowledgement and authorship where librarians make
substantial intellectual contributions.

6. Research consultation services should be established within academic libraries.

7. Libraries should create research support portals providing information about
databases, publication resources, research tools and scholarly communication

services.
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8. Research data management services should be developed progressively,
beginning with awareness and training and moving towards institutional
infrastructure.

9. Libraries should collaborate with research offices, IQAC, IT departments and
academic departments to develop integrated research support.

10. The impact of library research services should be evaluated using both
quantitative and qualitative indicators.

Future Prospects :

The future of library—researcher partnership is likely to be shaped by artificial
intelligence, research analytics, open science, data-intensive research and digital scholarship.

Artificial intelligence can assist librarians and researchers in information discovery,
text analysis, knowledge organization and research workflows. However, the growing use of
Al also creates new requirements for information literacy, source evaluation, copyright
awareness, research integrity and responsible use of technology.

Research data management is another area with significant future potential. The
growing volume and complexity of research data will require specialized expertise in
metadata, preservation, repositories and data sharing.

The librarian of the future may therefore function simultaneously as an information
specialist, research consultant, data steward, bibliometrician, scholarly communication
specialist and digital research collaborator.

The objective should not be to replace the researcher but to complement disciplinary
expertise with information and scholarly communication expertise.

Conclusion :

Library—researcher partnership represents a significant transformation in the role of
academic libraries. The traditional model in which librarians primarily provide access to
information is gradually being replaced by a collaborative model in which librarians actively
participate in the research lifecycle.

The partnership can extend from literature discovery and systematic reviews to
research data management, reference management, scholarly communication, open access,
bibliometrics, research impact and dissemination. Embedded librarianship provides an
effective organizational model through which these partnerships can be developed.

The success of library—researcher partnerships depends wupon professional
competencies, institutional support, researcher awareness, technological infrastructure,
effective communication and recognition of librarians' intellectual contributions. Academic
librarians must therefore continuously update their knowledge and develop expertise in
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research methodology, digital scholarship, research data management, bibliometrics and
scholarly communication.

Ultimately, the contemporary academic library should not be viewed simply as a
repository of knowledge. It should be understood as an active component of the research
ecosystem. A successful library—researcher partnership creates mutual value: researchers gain
specialized expertise and efficient research support, librarians gain deeper engagement with
scholarship, and institutions benefit from stronger research productivity, visibility and
impact.

The transformation can therefore be expressed as:
From “Library Supporting Research” to “Library Partnering in Research.”

This transition is not merely a change in terminology. It represents a fundamental
change in the philosophy, structure and delivery of academic library services.
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