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Abstract :

This paper critically examines the relationship between literature and the environment
in Rabindranath Tagore’s short stories from the perspective of Eco criticism. Tagore’s literary
works offer a deep ecological consciousness, portraying nature as an integral force that shapes
human emotions, relationships, and ethical values. His stories highlight themes such as human-
nature interconnectedness, environmental harmony, the impact of urbanization, and the
consequences of ecological disruption. By analysing selected stories, including The
Postmaster, Subha, The Hungry Stones, The Homecoming, and Kabuliwala, this study explores
how Tagore’s narratives critique the alienation from nature caused by industrialization while
advocating for a harmonious coexistence with the environment. His literary vision aligns with
modern ecological concerns, making his works increasingly relevant in today’s environmental
crisis.
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Introduction:

Ecocriticism and Tagore’s Environmental Vision cocriticism, as a literary theory,
explores the interaction between literature and the environment, examining how nature is
represented in texts and how literary works shape human perceptions of the natural world. It
critiques anthropocentric worldviews that place human concerns above ecological balance and
emphasizes the need for sustainable coexistence.

Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941) was a poet, philosopher, and storyteller whose
works reflect a profound environmental awareness. His stories are rich with pastoral imagery,
rural landscapes, and nature as an active entity, playing a role beyond mere setting. Tagore did
not view nature merely as a passive backdrop but as a living force influencing human emotions
and moral values. His vision was deeply rooted in Eastern philosophical traditions, which
emphasize the unity of humans and nature.

This study critically analyses how Tagore’s stories engage with environmental themes,
using Eco criticism as a lens to examine the role of nature in his literary imagination.

Nature as a Living Force in Tagore’s Stories :

Tagore’s short stories often depict nature as a sentient entity, capable of influencing
human experiences and emotions. Rather than being a static background, natural elements such
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as rivers, trees, and landscapes actively participate in the storytelling.
“The Postmaster” — Nature as a Symbol of Emotional Bonding :

In The Postmaster, the protagonist, an urban man, is assigned to a rural post office,
where he initially feels disconnected from his surroundings. However, over time, the quiet
village, the trees, and the river begin to comfort him, mirroring his growing emotional bond
with the orphan girl Ratan. When he finally leaves, the landscape appears indifferent to his
departure, emphasizing the contrast between human attachment and nature’s continuity.

From an Eco critical perspective, this story highlights the indifference of nature to
human concerns while also showcasing the deep connection humans can develop with their
environment. The rural setting functions as more than a location—it shapes the emotional and
psychological development of the characters.

Human-Nature Conflict and the Consequences of Ecological Disruption :

Tagore’s stories often critique the human exploitation of nature and explore the
consequences of disrupting natural harmony.

“The Hungry Stones” — Nature Reclaiming What Humans Abandon :

This eerie tale revolves around an abandoned palace where a man experiences ghostly
visions. The palace, once a site of luxury and power, has been overtaken by nature, symbolizing
the impermanence of human dominance over the environment.

The story aligns with deep ecology, which argues that nature exists independently of
human concerns and that attempts to control it ultimately fail. The haunting atmosphere
suggests that nature’s forces are beyond human control, a recurring theme in Eco critical
literature.

“Subha” — The Tragic Loss of a Natural Bond :

In Subha, a mute girl finds solace in nature, particularly in the river and the trees around
her home. These natural elements provide her with a means of expression that human society
denies her. However, when she is married off to an urban household, she loses her connection
with the environment, symbolizing how social constructs often force individuals to sever their
ties with nature.

Eco critically, Subha presents a critique of human interference in organic relationships,
emphasizing that modern societal structures often act as a barrier to the human-nature bond.

Rural vs. Urban Ecology: Tagore’s Critique of Industrialization :

Tagore contrasts rural landscapes, which he portrays as harmonious with nature, with
urban settings, which he depicts as artificial and emotionally suffocating.

“The Homecoming” — The Alienation of Urban Life :

In The Homecoming, Phatik, a lively village boy, is sent to live with his uncle in the
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city. He finds himself trapped in an environment devoid of the natural spaces he loves. His
inability to adapt ultimately leads to his tragic demise, highlighting the psychological and
emotional damage caused by urban alienation.

From an Eco critical perspective, this story critiques the displacement of individuals
from their natural surroundings due to urbanization. Tagore suggests that the loss of a
connection with nature leads to emotional distress and an erosion of identity.

“The Fruit seller” — The Nostalgia for a Lost Ecological Balance

This story follows an old fruit seller who cherishes the simplicity of rural life over urban
materialism. His longing for his homeland reflects Tagore’s own concerns about the loss of
environmental harmony due to modernization.

By portraying the urban world as disconnected from nature, Tagore aligns with
ecological romanticism, which idealizes rural landscapes as sites of purity and peace, in
contrast to the dehumanizing effects of industrialization.

Nature as a Source of Spiritual and Philosophical Reflection :

Tagore often presents nature as a means of self-discovery and spiritual enlightenment,
blending his ecological concerns with Eastern philosophical traditions.

“The Guest” — Finding Wisdom in Nature :

This story follows a wandering ascetic who finds peace in the wilderness. The natural
world serves as both a physical refuge and a metaphor for spiritual liberation. The story
suggests that true wisdom comes not from material wealth but from an intimate relationship
with the natural world.

This aligns with eco-spirituality, a branch of Eco criticism that explores the sacred
dimensions of nature and promotes a holistic worldview where human well-being is
inseparable from ecological health.

Conclusion:

Tagore’s Relevance in Contemporary Environmental Thought Rabindranath Tagore’s
short stories provide a profound Eco critical perspective, advocating for a respectful and
symbiotic relationship with nature. His narratives emphasize: Nature as a living force that
influences human emotions and ethics. Critiques of human disruption of ecological harmony,
warning against material greed and urban alienation. A vision of  sustainable
coexistence, reflecting his broader philosophy that humans must live in balance with nature
rather than exploit it. Tagore’s ecological vision remains highly relevant today as the world
faces environmental crises such as climate change, deforestation, and urban expansion. His
works remind us that literature is not just a reflection of human experiences but also a powerful
tool for promoting environmental awareness and sustainability.
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