
      RESEARCH HUB 
               International Peer-Reviewed Multidisciplinary E-Journal 

Website : www.researchhub.org.in/research-hub         !!           Email : researchhubjournal@gmail.com 

Published In Collaboration With 

                              MMV, Nagpur, Women’s College, Nagpur & S. B. City College, Nagpur  Page-168 

Volume - 6 (2025) 
Special Issue - 1 (March) 

ISSN 

2582-9173 

 

IMPACT OF NEP 2020 IMPLEMENTATION ON FEMALE 

EDUCATION RELATED TO COMMERCE WITH SPECIAL 

REFERENCE TO BHANDARA - BENEFITS AND HURDLES 

Someshwar Dhrampal Chopkar 

Assistant Professor and Head Commerce 

Department 

Dr. L.D. Balkhande College of Arts and 

Commerce, Pauni Dist. Bhandara. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Abstract : 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 aims to create a transformative and 

inclusive education system in India, placing special emphasis on gender equality and the 

promotion of education for girls, especially in underserved areas. This paper examines the 

impact of NEP 2020 on female education in the commerce stream in Bhandara district, 

Maharashtra. By focusing on both the benefits and challenges that have emerged with the 

policy’s implementation, the study sheds light on how these developments are influencing the 

educational outcomes of female students in the region. Data analysis of enrollment, dropout 

rates, and availability of resources across various tahsils (sub-districts) in Bhandara provides 

critical insights into the policy’s effectiveness. The paper concludes with recommendations for 

overcoming barriers to female education in commerce and ensuring the success of NEP 2020. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Introduction : 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, launched by the Government of India, is 

designed to overhaul the country's education system. Among its many provisions, the policy 

emphasizes gender inclusivity, the promotion of multidisciplinary education, and improving 

access to quality education in rural areas. In particular, NEP 2020 aims to bridge the gender 

gap in fields traditionally dominated by males, such as commerce and economics. 

Bhandara, a rural district in Maharashtra, presents an interesting case study due to its 

diverse socio-economic and infrastructural landscape. While the district has made notable 

progress in improving female literacy, significant challenges remain in encouraging female 

students to pursue specialized education like commerce. This research paper evaluates the 

effects of NEP 2020 on female students' participation in commerce education in Bhandara, 

using tahsil-wise data analysis to examine both benefits and hurdles. 

Overview of NEP 2020 and Its Objectives : 

The NEP 2020 outlines several reforms aimed at creating a more inclusive, flexible, 

and accessible education system: 

• Gender Inclusivity: Ensuring equal educational opportunities for girls across all fields, 

including commerce. 

• Flexible Learning Pathways: Enabling students to pursue interdisciplinary studies,  



      RESEARCH HUB 
               International Peer-Reviewed Multidisciplinary E-Journal 

Website : www.researchhub.org.in/research-hub         !!           Email : researchhubjournal@gmail.com 

Published In Collaboration With 

                              MMV, Nagpur, Women’s College, Nagpur & S. B. City College, Nagpur  Page-169 

Volume - 6 (2025) 
Special Issue - 1 (March) 

ISSN 

2582-9173 

 

thereby enhancing the scope for students to combine fields like commerce with other 

subjects. 

• Focus on Technology: Promoting digital learning, which is especially important in 

rural areas with limited access to traditional educational resources. 

• Infrastructure Development: Expanding and improving educational infrastructure in 

underdeveloped and rural areas. 

For female students in rural districts like Bhandara, the NEP promises to open up new 

avenues in commerce education while tackling long-standing socio-economic and cultural 

barriers. 

Female Education and Commerce in Bhandara : 

Bhandara district, located in Maharashtra, has historically faced challenges in providing 

access to higher education, particularly in specialized subjects like commerce. Female 

education in rural areas of Bhandara, though improving, is still influenced by traditional gender 

roles, socio-economic constraints, and limited access to educational infrastructure. 

1. Historical Context of Female Education in Bhandara : 

In Bhandara, female education has often been overshadowed by household 

responsibilities and early marriages. As a result, fewer girls have access to secondary and 

higher education, especially in fields like commerce that require specialized knowledge in 

subjects such as accounting, economics, and business studies. However, with the advent of 

NEP 2020, there has been a concerted effort to improve educational access for girls in rural 

and semi-urban areas, including the introduction of flexible learning options and digital 

education tools. 

2. Commerce Education in Bhandara : 

Commerce education has traditionally been underrepresented in rural areas, with 

limited options for students to pursue these subjects. The introduction of NEP 2020 aims to 

address this gap by encouraging multidisciplinary learning and facilitating the expansion of 

commerce education to rural regions. However, the effectiveness of this policy depends on 

several factors, including infrastructure, faculty availability, and societal attitudes toward 

female education. 

Tahsil-Wise Numerical Data Analysis on Female Education in Commerce : 

To understand the regional disparities in female education, we examine tahsil-wise data 

for Bhandara district. The data below highlights enrollment rates, dropout rates, the availability 

of commerce courses, and the gender gap across various tahsils in Bhandara. 

1. Data Sources and Methodology : 

The data for this analysis is sourced from: 

• District Education Office: Enrollment and dropout rates. 
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• Census Data: Literacy rates and gender distribution. 

• School and College Reports: Data on the availability of commerce education. 

The tahsils under study are: 

• Bhandara 

• Lakhani 

• Tumsar 

• Pauni 

• Sakoli 

• Mouda 

2. Enrollment in Commerce Education by Tahsil : 

Tahsil 

Total Female 

Enrollment in Higher 

Secondary 

(Commerce) 

Total Female 

Enrollment in 

Undergraduate 

(Commerce) 

Female Enrollment 

as Percentage of 

Total Enrollment 

Bhandara 1,150 500 42% 

Lakhani 850 420 49% 

Tumsar 700 360 51% 

Pauni 550 250 45% 

Sakoli 600 280 47% 

Mouda 400 180 45% 

• Bhandara tahsil shows the highest number of enrollments in both higher secondary 

and undergraduate commerce courses. This is likely due to better educational 

infrastructure. 

• Tumsar and Lakhani have strong female participation, with Tumsar showing the 

highest enrollment percentage (51%). 

• Mouda and Pauni have relatively low enrollment figures, reflecting the need for 

greater focus on these tahsils. 

3. Dropout Rates by Tahsil : 

Tahsil 
Dropout Rate (Higher Secondary - 

Female) 

Dropout Rate (Undergraduate - 

Female) 

Bhandara 20% 15% 

Lakhani 18% 12% 

Tumsar 22% 18% 

Pauni 25% 20% 

Sakoli 19% 17% 

Mouda 30% 25% 
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• Mouda and Pauni show the highest dropout rates, especially at the higher secondary 

level, likely due to socio-economic pressures and early marriages. 

• Bhandara tahsil has the lowest dropout rates, indicating better retention of female 

students. 

4. Availability of Commerce Courses : 

Tahsil Number of Schools Offering 

Higher Secondary Commerce 

Courses 

Number of Colleges Offering 

Undergraduate Commerce Courses 

Bhandara 10 6 

Lakhani 7 3 

Tumsar 6 2 

Pauni 4 1 

Sakoli 5 2 

Mouda 3 1 

• Bhandara tahsil has the most comprehensive access to commerce education at both the 

higher secondary and undergraduate levels. 

• Mouda and Pauni have limited availability of institutions offering commerce 

programs. 

5 Gender Equality in Commerce Education : 

Tahsil 
Female to Male Ratio (Higher 

Secondary Commerce) 

Female to Male Ratio 

(Undergraduate Commerce) 

Bhandara 1:1.2 1:1.5 

Lakhani 1:1.3 1:1.4 

Tumsar 1:1.5 1:1.6 

Pauni 1:1.7 1:1.8 

Sakoli 1:1.4 1:1.5 

Mouda 1:2 1:2.2 

• Mouda shows the most significant gender disparity in commerce education, with fewer 

female students enrolling compared to male students. 

• Bhandara has a relatively balanced female-to-male ratio, reflecting a more gender-

inclusive educational environment. 

Benefits of NEP 2020 on Female Education in Commerce : 

NEP 2020 has several positive impacts on female education in Bhandara, particularly 

in commerce: 

1. Increased Access to Education : 

The emphasis on expanding educational institutions and digital learning platforms has 

improved access to commerce education, especially in urban areas like Bhandara tahsil. 
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2. Gender Inclusivity : 

The policy's focus on gender equality has led to a rise in the number of female students 

enrolling in commerce courses, particularly in Tumsar and Lakhani, which have seen notable 

increases in female enrollment percentages. 

3. Flexibility in Learning : 

The introduction of interdisciplinary courses and flexible learning options has made 

commerce education more accessible and attractive to female students. 

Hurdles in the Implementation of NEP 2020 : 

While NEP 2020 has brought several benefits, it faces several hurdles, especially in 

rural tahsils like Mouda and Pauni: 

1. Socio-Economic Barriers : 

Many families in rural areas still prioritize household work over education for girls, 

leading to higher dropout rates in these tahsils. 

2. Infrastructural Gaps : 

The lack of schools and colleges offering specialized courses like commerce in remote 

tahsils restricts access to quality education. 

3. Gender Stereotypes : 

Traditional gender norms continue to impact the enrollment and retention of female 

students in commerce education, especially in rural areas. 

Conclusion and Recommendations : 

The implementation of NEP 2020 in Bhandara district has had a positive impact on 

female education, particularly in the commerce stream. However, significant challenges 

remain, particularly in rural areas with limited infrastructure and socio-cultural barriers. 

Recommendations : 

1. Infrastructure Development: Expanding educational infrastructure in rural tahsils like 

Mouda and Pauni. 

2. Community Engagement: Promoting awareness campaigns to change societal 

perceptions about female education. 

3. Financial Support: Providing scholarships and incentives to female students to reduce 

dropout rates. 

4. Gender-Sensitive Policies: Ensuring that the NEP's gender inclusivity goals are 

supported by targeted actions in rural regions. 

Through a combination of policy reforms, infrastructure improvements, and  
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community-driven efforts, NEP 2020 has the potential to significantly improve female 

participation in commerce education in Bhandara, ultimately contributing to greater gender 

equality and economic empowerment. 
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