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Abstract : 

 Arundhati Roy’s novels, The God of Small Things and The Ministry of Utmost 

Happiness offer complex narratives that interweave themes of environmental degradation with 

socio-political injustices. This study examines the eco-political dynamics present in Roy’s 

literary works, with particular emphasis on the motifs of environmental justice and activism. 

This analysis of the representation of landscapes and marginalized communities demonstrates 

how Roy’s works serve as a critique of exploitative practices while promoting sustainable and 

inclusive futures. This study positions Roy’s eco-critical viewpoint within the extensive context 

of postcolonial environmental studies, highlighting the significance of literature in promoting 

environmental justice. 

Keywords : Eco-politics, Environmental justice, development project, exploitative practices, 

environmental degradation, etc. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Introduction : 

 Arundhati Roy is a significant figure in contemporary literature, renowned for her 

astute analyses of socio-political and environmental concerns. Her dual identity as a writer 

and activist enhances her writing, enabling her to intricately incorporate real-world challenges 

into her fictional novels. Roy's novels, The God of Small Things and The Ministry of Utmost 

Happiness illustrate this convergence by highlighting ecological destruction as a 

manifestation of institutional oppression.  

 In a time characterized by increasing environmental issues, literature is crucial in 

influencing public awareness and motivating action. Roy's books explore the eco-political 

dynamics of postcolonial India, illuminating the complex relationships between 

environmental degradation and the marginalization of vulnerable populations. Her narratives 

not only critique the socio-economic structures that drive ecological destruction but also 

celebrate the resilience and resistance of those who bear the brunt of these injustices. 

 This study analyzes how Roy's books express a vision of environmental justice by 

depicting deteriorated landscapes, displaced populations, and instances of action. This 

research emphasizes the revolutionary potential of Roy's eco-critical stance by placing her 

writings within the wider context of postcolonial environmentalism. Her narrative compels 

readers to reevaluate their connection with nature and contemplate the ethical obligations of 

environmental stewardship in an increasingly dynamic world. 
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Eco-Politics in The God of Small Things : 

In The God of Small Things, Roy illustrates the Ayemenem River as a representation 

of vitality and a casualty of ecological disregard. The decline of the river illustrates the 

environmental impacts stemming from industrial growth and urban development. Roy’s 

detailed observations of the contaminated river highlight the neglect of natural ecosystems in 

the quest for economic advancement. The degradation is closely connected to the 

marginalization of the local community, which relies on the river for its livelihood. 

 In her story, she illustrates the exploitation of the environment, while the character of 

Velutha exemplifies a path toward sustainable development. Upon the novel's 

commencement, the reader is immersed in Ayemenem’s opulent extravagance. The 

Meenachal River is characterized by its warm water, which is green and like freshly applied 

silk, teeming with fish. Incorporating the sky and trees. And at night, the fractured golden 

moon inside it. (Roy, TGOST 123) Upon Rahel's return to Ayemenem after twenty-three 

years, the river welcomed her with a macabre trickle of water. The Meenachal's movement 

and fluidity were diminished, resulting in the loss of its lustre. Despite it being June and 

raining, the river resembled a bloated sewer, appearing as a narrow ribbon of thick, murky 

water that languidly lapped at the muddy banks, sometimes adorned with the glint of a 

deceased fish. It transported refuse to the ocean immediately. Estha discovered that the river 

emitted an odour of sewage and pesticides associated with World Bank financing. The 

majority of the fish had desiccated. The survivors had fin rot and developed boils. (Roy, 

TGOST 13)  

 Scholars have praised Roy’s skill in connecting ecological decline with social critique. 

Rob Nixon, in his seminal work Slow Violence and the Environmentalism of the Poor, 

illustrates how The God of Small Things serves as a prime example of "slow violence," 

reflecting the gradual, often unseen environmental damage that disproportionately affects 

marginalized communities. Nixon posits that Roy’s depiction of the Ayemenem River acts as 

a representation of the broader systemic exploitation of natural resources within postcolonial 

settings. In a similar vein, Lawrence Buell’s framework of environmental imagination places 

Roy’s narrative within a lineage of eco-critical literature that contests anthropocentric 

paradigms and emphasizes the interdependence of human and ecological well-being. 

 Vandana Shiva’s critique of industrial modernity closely mirrors Roy’s portrayal of 

environmental destruction in the novel. Shiva’s idea of "ecological democracy" aligns with 

Roy’s support for sustainable living and fair resource distribution. The commercialization of 

the river and its adjacent lands reflects the exploitative methods that are often criticized, 

highlighting the necessity for a more comprehensive approach to environmental ethics. 

 Amitav Ghosh, in The Great Derangement: Climate Change and the Unthinkable, 

highlights how literature such as Roy’s connects personal stories with global ecological 

challenges. Ghosh praises Roy’s intricate depiction of local ecosystems, asserting that her 

work underscores the critical need to confront environmental degradation not just as a 

scientific concern but as a profoundly human and cultural matter. 

 Roy critiques the commodification of nature through the establishment of factories 

and plantations that exploit both the environment and the labor of marginalized groups. The 

story weaves together individual and ecological histories, demonstrating how environmental 

decline reinforces systemic inequalities. Examining the themes of eco-politics, Roy’s novel 

promotes a balanced relationship between humanity and the natural world, critiquing the  
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destructive tendencies of contemporary society. 

Environmental Activism in The Ministry of Utmost Happiness : 

 In The Ministry of Utmost Happiness, Roy broadens her environmental analysis to 

include both urban settings and the impacts of rural displacement. The narrative illustrates the 

building of dams and the consequent uprooting of native populations, emphasizing the severe 

ecological and societal repercussions of extensive development initiatives. Roy’s analysis of 

these projects reflects her active involvement in opposing the Narmada Dam and similar 

infrastructural efforts that favour profit at the expense of communities. 

 Researchers have thoroughly examined Roy’s environmental critique in The Ministry 

of Utmost Happiness. Rob Nixon highlights Roy’s depiction of extensive infrastructure 

initiatives as a sharp commentary on "developmental violence." Nixon posits that the portrayal 

of Indigenous community displacement in the novel mirrors the real-life experiences of 

individuals marginalized by neoliberal development strategies. He highlights that Roy’s 

narrative brings to light the enduring ecological and cultural harm inflicted by these projects. 

 Roy criticizes the strategy of strategic "altruism" employed by First World governments 

to aid developing nations, arguing that this aid actually speeds up the First World's economic 

growth. The creation of a large dam that regulates the river's natural flow has the author worried 

about upsetting the natural balance. Man's tragic attempt to harness nature by altering the 

course of rivers for his own apparent benefit backfired. According to her, "The Narmada River 

Project Plan is "India's Worst Environmental Disaster by Design." The development of the dam 

benefited three states: Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Madhya Pradesh. The mission was to give 

regular people access to modern conveniences like power and clean water. Simultaneously, it 

planned to bring water to millions of acres of unproductive farmland. “The end outcome wasn't 

as satisfying as was hoped. The indigenous population, predominantly Adivasis, was displaced 

in the hundreds of thousands. Their standard of living, economic security, and cultural 

traditions were all severely compromised. The project's energy consumption far outweighs its 

production, and it also contributes to flooding that undermines rather than supports the 

irrigation system. Due to the massive project's cost, the country would be indebted to the World 

Bank for a very long time, which will have a knock-on effect on the economy.” (Bawane and 

Gahane) 

 The theories proposed by Vandana Shiva regarding "eco-feminism" align closely with 

the novel's portrayal of women-driven opposition to environmental and social injustices. The 

critique of patriarchal structures that exploit both nature and women resonate with the activism 

depicted in the novel. The female characters in The Ministry of Utmost Happiness represent a 

convergence of ecological and social resistance, serving as powerful symbols of resilience and 

agency. 

 Amitav Ghosh emphasizes Roy’s skill in integrating urban and rural ecologies within 

her critique. He contends that Roy’s portrayal of graveyards, waste dumps, and marginalized 

urban spaces as arenas of renewal and resistance broadens the scope of eco-criticism. Ghosh 

posits that these spaces represent the intricate link between human and ecological degradation, 

prompting a re-evaluation of traditional concepts of development and progress. 

 Sara Upstone, in her examination of spatial politics within postcolonial literature, 

praises Roy’s skill in converting neglected spaces into platforms for activism and optimism. 
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She highlights that the novel’s depiction of activism—from protesting dam constructions to 

reclaiming urban wastelands—questions the narrative of passive victimhood frequently linked 

to marginalized groups. In contrast, Roy’s characters engage in a dynamic struggle against their 

surroundings, envisioning a future that is more inclusive and equitable. 

 The narrative explores the environmental degradation of urban spaces, illustrating 

graveyards and waste dumps as locations of resistance and renewal. These spaces, occupied by 

marginalized individuals, represent the strength of those who will not be silenced by oppressive 

systems. Roy’s depiction of activism—encompassing both environmental and social 

dimensions highlights the vital link between ecological preservation and respect for human 

dignity. 

Roy’s Eco-Critical Vision : 

 Roy’s eco-critical perspective questions the human-centred worldview that drives 

environmental degradation and highlights the interconnectedness of human and ecological 

systems. Her novels advocate for a fundamental change in perspective that emphasizes an eco-

centric view, appreciating all forms of life and acknowledging the inherent value of nature. 

 Rob Nixon recognizes Roy’s work as an essential addition to the fields of eco-criticism 

and environmental justice literature. He contends that her capacity to link localized 

environmental issues with broader ecological challenges renders her narratives deeply 

significant. Nixon argues that Roy’s works reveal the "slow violence" experienced by 

marginalized communities and the environment, prompting readers to reflect on the enduring 

impacts of industrial modernity. 

 Vandana Shiva’s eco-feminist framework deepens the comprehension of Roy’s vision. 

Shiva’s analysis of the exploitation of natural resources by patriarchal and capitalist systems 

resonates with the themes present in Roy’s literary works. She emphasizes how Roy’s 

characters represent a stand against these exploitative systems, promoting a more just and 

harmonious connection with the environment. 

 Amitav Ghosh highlights the critical nature of Roy’s narratives, praising her depiction 

of climate change and ecological degradation as fundamentally connected to cultural and social 

frameworks. Ghosh contends that Roy’s novels prompt readers to transcend personal 

perspectives on environmental challenges and adopt collective, systemic approaches. 

 Lawrence Buell’s notion of "toxic discourse" holds significance in relation to Roy’s 

eco-critical perspective. Buell highlights the ability of literature to reveal the widespread and 

subtle impacts of environmental damage. Roy’s narratives, with their striking portrayal of 

deteriorated landscapes and uprooted communities, illustrate this discourse and underscore the 

pressing need for environmental justice. 

 Ultimately, Sara Upstone praises Roy’s skill in converting neglected areas and 

underrepresented perspectives into significant emblems of optimism and advocacy. She 

contends that Roy’s perspective encourages a re-evaluation of development and progress, 

promoting sustainable practices that emphasize ecological balance and social equity. 

 Through these analytical viewpoints, it is clear that Roy’s eco-critical vision goes  
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beyond simple narrative. Her works act as a compelling invitation, encouraging readers to 

acknowledge the links between environmental and social challenges and to take part in creating 

a more equitable and sustainable future. 

Conclusion : 

 Arundhati Roy’s novels, The God of Small Things and The Ministry of Utmost 

Happiness illustrate the link between environmental and social justice. Roy critiques systemic 

forces behind ecological degradation and celebrates the resilience of marginalized communities 

through her narratives. Her works prompt readers to face the slow violence against the 

environment and vulnerable populations, highlighting the necessity for collective action to 

tackle these interconnected crises. Roy connects local struggles to global contexts, linking 

personal stories with larger ecological issues. Her eco-critical vision emphasizes the need for 

sustainable practices and inspires a rethinking of development focused on equity and ecological 

balance. Her novels' characters and landscapes witness and drive change, showcasing 

literature's power to influence public discourse on environmental justice. 

 Roy combines activism and storytelling, reshaping literature's role in tackling modern 

issues. Narratives serve as powerful advocacy tools, fostering empathy, awareness, and action. 

In a time of growing ecological crises, Roy’s fiction highlights the enduring strength of human 

and ecological resilience. Roy’s eco-critical perspective urges readers to reconsider their 

connection to nature and to imagine a future where environmental and social justice are 

intertwined. Her novels are literary masterpieces and urgent calls to action, urging us to 

confront environmental degradation and strive for a more equitable, sustainable world. 
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