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Abstract: Weeding is a continuous and periodic process of withdrawing unused absolete and 

physically damaged documents from the library stack. To ensure users with easy access to 

the highly used documents and latest additions that library  acquires from time to time.  

Weeding is not for the fearful persons.  Because it requires perseverance, determination, 

thoughtfulness, diplomacy, a good sense of humor, and, ruthless efficiency. To become a 

successful, weeding projects must have the support of administrators, trustees, and library 

staff , and it is up to the librarian to oversee the education and inclusion of these stakeholders 

in the process. Weeding is both a community and solitary effort. It may be carried out by only 

a handful of people, but the way it is carried out can affect the perceptions of the entire 

community. Whether a weeding project turns out to be a positive or negative event depends 

on the attitudes and professional behavior of the people involved. 

Keywards: Weeding, Criteria of weeding, Benefits for weeding 
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Introduction: 

       Today‘s age is of electronic database, Google and instant access age, it is very 

important to maintain libraries relevance. There are so many functions of libraries to maintain 

their collection up to date and rich, out of these most important function is weeding  of 

documents and other materials to discarding obsolete, damaged and unused books from the 

stacks. In order to maintain library collection up to date as per the organizational priorities 

and user requirement, it is necessary to weed out certain material, to get stack space for new 

additions. Weeding not only saves the space but also keep the collection lively and healthy 

for library users. As Dr. S.R. Ranganathan told their five laws of library science, here the 

fourth law that is saves the time of readers as well as library staff.  

Librarians being custodians of books/knowledge try to tend the library alive like a 

garden. They act similarly as a gardener and try to weed the unnecessary collection of books, 

by providing greater accessibility to the collection. The weeding has the implications to both 

the fourth and fifth law of library science given by Dr. S.R.Ranganathan. Here good thing is 

that the  thoughtful weeding can only result in brighter, more useful and more interesting 

library collections. Someone says that , ‗ A well-maintained, well-pruned collection is far 

more useful than one filled with out-of-date or unused materials‘. 
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Weeding criteria: 

      Weeding should be addressed in a library‘s collection development policy.  All types 

of library materials may be candidates for weeding based on following criteria.  

1) Currency 

2) Usage 

3) Physical Condition 

4) Duplicates 

5) Completeness 

6) Uniqueness 

7) Format Obsolescence 

8) Out-of-Date information 

9) Digital access. 

Some considerations for weeding resources are as follows: 

a) Poor content: 

 Content is outdated or obsolete 

 Content is biased, racist, or sexist. 

 Content is irrelevant to patron needs (or not being used in a school's curriculum). 

 Content is too mature/immature for patrons (especially important for school libraries). 

b) Poor condition: 

 Resource has irreparable damage (torn pages, broken spines). 

 Resource is dirty or smelly. 

  Resource would not survive further circulation. 

      C)  Poor circulation: 

  Resource is not being used by patrons in a certain time frame. 

      D) Other considerations: 

 Multiple copies that are not needed. 

 Enough resources on a particular subject. 

 Replacement of the item and the cost of replacing it. 

 Visual appeal of the item (including artwork). 

        Out of the above criteria of weeding the CREW method gives six general criteria for 

considering weeding an items in library collections. These six criteria collectively named 

with the acronym MUSTIE  that means- 

M=     Misleading--factually inaccurate 

U=      Ugly--worn beyond mending or rebinding 
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S=       Superceded--by a new edition of by a much better book on the subject 

T=       Trivial--of no discernible literary or scientific merit 

I=        Irrelevant to the needs and interests of the library's community 

E=       Elsewhere--the material is easily obtainable from another library 

Benifites of weeding: 

There are some major benefits of weeding out the library collection. 

 You save space is preserved to add relevant materials. 

 Patrons are able to access useful materials quickly and the librarian can direct them to 

information more easily. That means save the time of reader as well as library staff. 

 The collection is more reputable because it is current. that means you will enhance 

your library reputation. 

 The librarian can easily see the strengths and weaknesses of the collection having 

constant feedback on it. 

 Materials are of good quality and in good physical condition. for that you make the 

collection more appealing. These are some benefits or advantages of weeding out of 

library materials. 

Conclusion:  

All types of library materials  are considered for weeding based on accuracy, 

currency, and relevancy. Space limitations, edition, format, physical condition, and number 

of copies are considered when evaluating physical materials. . A careful weeding out plan of 

any type of library  is an integral part of keeping our libraries trusted sources of current 

information and library professionals work hard to curate their collections .Lastly we say that 

‗ If you cannot bear to weed out books or any material in the library and then throw them out, 

here‘s a cool use for them… 
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