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Abstract: This paper discusses about the reasons of weeding library material in school
Libraries in Goa. It mentions some standard practices of weeding library books. Many
libraries follow their own weeding polices in consultation with subject experts as per the size
and collection management of the library. Requirement of weeding is a need of the hour in
order to keep the collection up to date thus facilitating the users in easily locating the books
of his or her own interest. Finally in this paper some guidelines and tips are provided for
libraries to weed out older and obsolete items of the library to maintain the collection intact
and avoid spacing troubles for its new collection.
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Introduction:

“A good library collection is like a good haircut. It’s not what you cut- its what you
leave”. (Anne Felix)

Weeding is a process of removing library materials form collections based on certain criteria.
It concern with the library’s shelves are full of relevant, up-to-date, and enjoyable materials.
Weeding is a necessary process that libraries continuously perform. It depends upon the
factors such as the age of the material, last circulation date, number of circulations, condition,
if the system has other copies of the book, or if the book is a part of a series, etc.

Research Problem:

Weeding of materials is one the crucial problem faced by many libraries. It has been
observed that many school libraries are being afraid to do weeding of their library collection
due to various reasons. There are various criteria and guidelines must be taken in to
consideration during the weeding process. To understand this situation the study has been
conducted in many school libraries in Goa.

Objectives:

o To find out the various reasons of weeding library materials in school libraries.
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o To know about why many libraries are afraid for weeding process of their library
collection.
o To know about weeding criteria, issues and guidelines for their collection

management to run the library smoothly and efficiently.
Scope and limitations of the study

Only academic libraries (School libraries) are studied. The study is limited only to the
weeding process, reasons to weed, weeding criteria and guidelines and issues related during
its process. It is one of the serious problem related to any library for their collection
development. It has to be done systematically for its smooth functioning without creating any
issues from its users.

Methodology

The information is collected personally from more than 20 school libraries in Goa .
Practical experience of Bloomz International School Library ,Goa is also taken in to
consideration for the study. Data is collected from the personal experience while handling
with weeding process is taken in to the consideration. It is also collected from various school
librarians from Goa through personal visit as well through online mode.

It is also studied from popular published research articles of various scholars from this
field and from the standard internet websites for the study.

Need for Weeding Library Materials

Weeding of the library collection needed when bookshelf space becomes impossible
to navigate, users complain about the improper arrangement of library materials which is so
confusing for users as well as for the librarian.

School librarians should develop their own polices as per their school library
collection to guide collection maintenance and weeding to make sure that materials and
resources are available to students and staff in a organized manner so that users should be
enthusiastic to visit to the library.

The weeding collection should also be guided by proper policies to identify and what
do be done of the weeded out materials. Whether it should be donate to the required people in
society replaced with new books or repair it accordingly so that it is useful again to its
patrons.

Supervising with regular watch of the collection is also a vital factor of collection
maintenance and weeding procedure. In addition, school librarians must expand a collection
maintenance preparation that includes organized inspection of materials that will help in
weeding of damaged, outdated, or irrelevant collection from the library.

Weeding criteria
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Based on the library the weeding criteria can be determined. Some of the most
important criteria’s are:

o Poor content which is of outdated or obsolete which makes no sense in keeping in
library. The  content is racist, biased and which can create a problem by keeping it
in the library. That’s why proper selection of the required collection is the need of the
hour

o Poor condition is one of the most important weeding criteria like torn pages of the
book, broken spines etc. these books are actually needed by the users as it has been
used many times, so if possible then librarian can still try its best to repair those books
again.

o Poor circulation is also one of serious issue of the library. If the circulation of
particular books is very rare then there is no use of keeping that book just to burden
the space of the shelf. It is better to remove that book while weeding process.

o Multiple copies books which sometimes not required for the users are simply occupy
the space of the library. In such cases only required copies should be kept in the
library, rest copies can be weeded out from the stock.

Guidelines for weeding

Here are some of the guidelines which librarians need to know before weeding out
process of the library materials. Librarian must know the attitudes, interests, abilities, reading
levels and learning capabilities of the students as well as the staff of the school. Librarian
must be aware about the specific programs carried out in the school, so that collection can be
kept and selected accordingly.

The current curriculum of the academic year followed by the school should be taken
in to consideration and follow the procedure for selecting the required books systematically.
Need of staff to help the librarian while weeding of not required books is the need of the
hour. At the same time need and weaknesses of the current collection should be in balance for
its proper functioning.

What not to weed is also taken in to the consideration like “Classics” an award
winners, core collection bibliographies, materials of local and regional interests, materials
that are unique in content, format and technique.

Barriers

Although it is very necessary process of the library but many libraries are not coming
forward to perform this important task due to various reasons. Libraries and their governing
authorities sometimes are pulled between the desire to keep materials, "just in case someone
needs them," and the desire to have an attractive and useful collection. This dichotomy leads
to some of the problems that people have when weeding. Sometimes it is assume that books
never lose its value. If you have an automated system, you may be able to provide statistics
that show that the library's collection is considerably older than that.
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o Staff objections to weeding : This problem occurs when staff does not understand
the weeding process and its necessity. They have the fear that library won’t have the
materials that users want or required. That is why as much as possible the staff
members should also be taken in to the consideration while designing the weeding
process. So that they will understand the importance of weeding in a personal manner.

o Rare Books : Sometimes rare books are very difficult to weed out as they never lose
its value. But before doing the weed out procedure one must follow the certain criteria
to check the books whether it is in need or not. Simply keeping rare books are of no
use for the library. It must an interesting book which must have literacy or scientific
value. Unknown author or unknown publisher cannot be treated much as rare books.
At the same time the book must be in good condition.

o Finding Time : It has been found out from the study that many librarians are not
interested in weeding process as it takes a lot of time and a freighting task. They don’t
want to take any risk in doing so.. It is necessary that librarian must take the help of
the attendants working in the school and can do the task, as it is a very essential for
the library.

Quick Tips for Painless Weeding

Quick tips for the painless weeding can be done very smoothly without much error in
the library. Follow your duties properly by working professionally for the library. Do you
checking daily, scan your shelves, vigilance, and alert on the working environment of the
library and do you duties systematically.

Suggestions and conclusions

It has been found out from the study that as such there are no established standard for
weeding out of library materials. But normally all the libraries follow certain guidelines as
per their library structure and collection maintenance.

Every library forms their own weeding out policy in consultation with the subject
experts and maintains their guidelines accordingly. Weeding of the library collection should
be a continuous process and must be done occasionally to update the collection with useful
fresh stock and make it usable to its users. It enables the librarian to know the feedback of the
working of the library .Based on these information, measures can be done of repair and
replacement of the books if needed. It also helps in evaluating the current location.
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