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Abstract: Weeding is the systematic remoral of resources from a Library based on selected 

criteria. It is the opposite of selecting material though the selection and de-selection of 

material often involve the same though process weeding is a vital process is ensures the 

collection. stays current relevant and in good condition. 
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Academic Library Collection Maintenance and Weeding: 

 In an academic Library collection maintenance and weeding are usually driven by 

library faculty and staff and reflect the College / University Mission goals and curricula 

needs. In most academic libraries the subject specialist librarian and / or departmental liaison 

plays a significant role in weeding the collection. 

 Academic library policies addressing collection maintenance and weeding can be 

quite lengthy and often describe a detailed set of criteria for each format and collection area 

Academic libraries use circulation publication and subject specific data to determine binding 

needs and weeding processes Academic libraries usually engage in a multi setep approval 

process when items are being considered for weeding. Academic libraries frequently employ 

a methodology for weeding such as :  

*MUSTIE 

M - Misleading, U - Ugly, S – Superseded, T – Trivial, I – Irrelevant, E - Elsewhere 

or 

*CREW 

C – Continuous, R – Review, E – Evaluation, W – Weeding. 

Example :- 

The library's collection should be reviewed on an ongoing basis to ensure that the 

collection is meeting the current curriculum research and informational needs of faculty and 

students materials that no longer meet the needs of the university community maybe removed 

from the collection librarians are assigned as liaison's specific departments and they are 
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responsible for tracking research trends and working with faculty in their assigned 

department's to ensure the library's collection is maintained in a manner that meet's the 

research needs of students faculty and staff.  

Responsibility for Weeding : 

 Final Responsibility for weeding materials from the library's collection rests with the 

library director. Individuals who participate in weeding include the director. Librarians and 

other library personnel the library encourages the teaching faculty to work with and provide 

feedback to library personnel to identify materials to weed. 

Criteria to Weeding: 

Library materials of all types may be candidates for weeding based on the following 

criteria. 

Currency : 

The content of library materials should be accurate and up to date. Materials that are 

superseded by newer, revised, or updated editions may be weeded. The library takes into 

consideration faculty and students whose scholarship and teaching require the use of 

historical texts in areas such as psychology, mathematics, and physics.  

Usage : 

Low or no usage may be a factor in weeding decisions. Library personnel may consult 

circulation statistics or other reports to determine viable candidates for weeding.  

Physical condition : 

Materials that are badly deteriorated or damaged and beyond reasonable preservation 

efforts will be weeded. Consideration for replacement will be made on a case-by-case basis.  

Duplicates : 

Due to space limitations, the library may weed duplicate copies of library materials. 

Library staff will take into consideration the need to have more than one copy of a title on 

hand, especially for materials that are heavily used or are a part of a college-wide program.  

Completeness 

Materials that are part of a multi-volume set of which the library does not have all 

volumes may be weeded. 

Uniqueness 

The library will not weed materials that are considered unique. 

Format obsolescence  
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Materials in obsolete formats may be weeded if the content is available elsewhere or 

if the materials is in poor condition.  

Formats and Material Types 

Books 

Journals and other recurring publications 

Microforms 

Media Materials 

Maps 

Federal Documents 

Reference Material's 
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