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Abstract: This paper focus on the weeding books and material in the library is avital role of 

library. It is a systematic process, This is also problematic process , but is is necessary for 

saving space for keeping new collection. Step by step Library staff and Librarian should me 

must to face this process. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Introduction :- 

      Weeding is a necessary process that libraries continuously perform. Weeding is a vital 

because it saves shelf space (by removing overstuffed shelves and creating room for new 

books) , remove outdated material, makes the collection more appealing and more.        

Weeding is the systematic removed of resources from a library based on selected criteria. It is 

the opposites of selecting material, through the selection and deselection of material often 

involve the same through process. 

Books Weeding Criteria: - 

 Poor content, content is outdated, content is biased. 

 Poor condition, resource is a irreparable, damage (torn pages, broken spines). 

 Poor circulation, resource is not being used by patrons in a certain time frame. 

 Other consideration . Multiple copies that are not needed.    

Process of Weeding Books and Library materials:- 

The first step of Weeding process should be : 

1. Create a plan for Weeding Library books and Library materials. 

2. Divide the collection into classification sections. 

3. Review of policy and discuss it with your governing authority. 

4. Order the equipment and supplies you need. 

Senior staff can involve in the Weeding process. 

Asking some questions to staff, yes or no. 

a. When you are looking at a section of the collection as a whole, you are trying to 

determine: 
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1 The age of collection. 

2 The general condition of the collection. 

3 The number of materials that are checked out. 

4 All the above.  

b.    Which of the following conditions may keep an item that could be weeded from 

being weeded. 

1. A item being used and is not available  elsewhere. 

2. The item is listed in a standardized list of recommended titles. 

3. A number of items in the same sections appear to have been underutilized. 

4. All of the above. 

c. A Catalogue ghost is------ 

1. Fiction. 

2. A Catalogue record for which an item no longer exists. 

3. An item for which a catalogue record no longer exists. 

4. A common legend in many libraries, 

Upcoming  Problems to library for Weeding books and materials. 

Governing  authority objections to weeding.Sometimes objections from the library 

govern, a library. In some cases it may  come from an, ―Exulted view of the book‖. Which 

assumes that books never lose their value. One way to deal with the ―Exulted view of the 

book ― problem to demonstrate the kind of books that will be weeded. Find some of the worst  

examples of older books that would be weeded. Perhaps books  that have blatantly outdated 

information and show these to the governing body.  

Staff objection to Weeding another problem. Sometimes occurs that is part of the staff 

does not understand the weeding process, fear that the Library wont have the material  that 

users want or  need. This problem should be handled with an educational process that clearly 

explains why weeding is necessary, As much as possible, staffmembers should also be in the 

design of the process. 

MUSTIE         : A Methodology 

Academic Libraries frequently employ a methodology  for weeding such as MUSTIE. ( 

Misleading, ugly, Superseded, trivial, irrelevant, or obtainded elsewhere. Or CREW  ( 

Continuous reviews , evaluations and weeding)  The review process may  inclued  multiple 

Libraries, faculty members outside the library, and or the Library dean. 

CREW:   A Weeding Manual 

CREW A  Manual for  modern libraries for  more than 30years. The CREW Manual has 

provided guidelines to Librarians and staff in small and medium Public Libraries about how 

to cut outdated and no longer useful materials from their collection. Since its inception in 
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1976, the CREW method has become the benchmark tool for Weeding library collection. It 

has been more than a decade since the first revised   brought technologies and on-line, 

catalogue into the process, This new edition called CREW: A Weeding Manual  For Modern 

Libraries, built s on the work of Joseph P. Segal.    
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