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Abstract: In this paper discuss the importance of weeding library materials, methods used for 

weeding library materials, criteria used and disadvantages of weeding library materials. 
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Introduction : 

 Library is growing organism and place having books, periodicals and reading 

materials. From last few years dynamical changes in libraries. In today‘s digital world 

greatest challenge is to keep pace with the knowledge and technological expertise necessary 

for finding, applying and evaluating information. It is acknowledged that we live in an 

information society where the amount of information in the world is doubling. We get 

information from different sources in various formats so information collected in very huge 

amount and it is necessary to free library space for new arrivals and removes outdated 

materials. The weeding library material is implications the fifth law of library science which 

is given by Dr. S.R. Rangnathan. Weeding the library collection is a continuous process and 

important part of collection development policy. Weeding library materials saves the library 

space and keep reader friendly collection. 

Importance of Weeding Library Materials. 

 Weeding is the systematic removal of resources from a library based on selected 

criteria. Weeding is a necessary for library materials it saves space and establishes space for 

upcoming arrivals. Weeding helps to take out damaged old and unused library collection 

from the stack. Weeding improve efficiency of library collection and saves the time of the 

library staff and users. Weeding remove of duplicate and unused collection. Weeding books 

in libraries is an important as acquire new. Weeding essential for a healthy, growing, 

successful library and will actually increase circulation. 

Methods used for Weeding library Materials:- 

CREW 

The CREW method gives six general criteria for considering weeding an item from the 

collection which are summarized with the acronym MUSTIE.  
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M = Misleading—factually inaccurate 

 U = Ugly – worn beyond mending or rebinding 

 S = Superceded – by a new edition of/or by a much better book on the subject 

 T = Trivial – of no discernible literary or scientific merit 

 I = Irrelevant to the needs and interests of the library‘s community 

 E = Elsewhere – the material is easily obtainable from another library 

 

Criteria used for Weeding Library materials 

When weeding the library materials too many factors like 

 Age of materials Very old or books which physical condition is very Low or no usage 

may be a factor in weeding decisions.  

 Last circulation:- books which users not used regularly and long period no user 

borrowed it may be a factor in weeding decision. 

 Usage of booksLow or no usage may be a factor in weeding decisions. Library 

personnel may consult circulation statistics or other reports to determine viable 

candidates for weeding. 

 Duplicate titles of booksDue to space limitations, the library may weed duplicate 

copies of library materials. Library staff will take into consideration the need to have 

more than one copy of a title on hand, especially for materials that are heavily used or 

are a part of a college-wide program. 

 Damaged books (broken pages):- Library Materials that are damaged and beyond 

reasonable preservation efforts will be weeded. Consideration for replacement. 

 Currency:-The content of library materials should be accurate and up to date. 

Materials that are superseded by newer, revised, or updated editions may be weeded.  

Disadvantagesof weeding library materials 

Weeding library material is very important but there are many problems to weed  

 Not policy decided for weeding  

 Shortage of time 

 Unskilled and unprofessional staff 
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Conclusion:- 

 Weeding library material is very difficult task for the library but it makes healthy 

collection for readers. Every library should create their own weeding policy for library 

materials with staff. Librarian takes care for selecting library materials like books and 

journals appropriate to the requirements of departments to avoidjunk collection. Faculty 

chooses books from publisher catalogue not suppliers list to collect latest and updated library. 
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