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Abstract: Weeding is the process of removal of old, obsolete and less used
library material. It is an important part of the collection development. The
important of weeding in library is observed through different views of many
eminent library professionals.In this paper fused on why to weed, weeding
criterion and weeding issues, the importance of weeding policy, use of
computers to weed etc.

“SOMETHING IS NOT BETTER THAN NOTHING” and that outdated wrong, or poorly
presented information is not better than empty space!

Introduction:

Weeding or deselection is an important part of collection development fact, to get
more space and to incorporate all new and necessary Collection, application of weeding
program is highly needed in any kind of library.

As per Encyclopaedia of Information and Library science,” "Weeding is the process
of removing material from open access and reassessing its Value”. It can be said that weeding
is a kind of Process which helps to remove damaged, old and less used library collection from
the stack. i.e selection, this process is also a necessary Part of Collection development.For
this needs some decision making Policy. Weeding is avital Process for an active Collection
because it ensures the Collection stays current, relevant and in good condition. Weeding
should be done on a continuous ongoing basis. Educating the staff with presentations and
Workshops on Collection quality, maintenance, and importance and positive benefits of
Weeding the Collection are important components for a Library.

Why to Weed?:

1. Weeding a physical collection has many benefits.

2. Patrons are able to access useful materials quickly and the librarian can direct them to
information more easily.

3. Space is preserved to add relevant materials.

4. Collection is more reputable because it is current.

5. Materials are of good quality and in good physical condition.
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6. The librarian can easily see the strength and weaknesses of the collection.

Cleaning out unused materials makes a Searching experience by reducing the number
of old and irrelevant records the Patrons must Wade through in their search results to find
What they really want.The digital Collection, like the physical collection should be current
and easily accessible

What is weeding criteria?:

Weeding should be addressed in a library’s collection development policy and the
criteria should be outlined. The following list out lines some considerations for weeding
resources.

1) Poor content

Content is obsolete or outdated.

Content is baised, sexist or racist.

Content is irrevant to patron needs.

Vontent is too mature/immature for patrons (especially important for school libraries).

P owphRE

2) Poor Condition

1. Resource is smelly or dirty.
2. Resource has irreparable damage (broken spines, torn pages).
3. Resource would not survive further circulation.

3) Poor circulation
Resource is not being used by patrons in a certain time frame.
Other conditions

Enough resources on a particular subject.

Multiple copies that are not needed.

Visual appeal of the item(Including art work).
Replacement of the item and the cost of replacing it.

o

Importance of a weeding policy:

Weeding can be one of the most controversial aspects of collection development and
carefully prepared and fully documented policy on weeding (as part of your overall collection
development policy can lessen or alleviate some misunderstanding. A weeding policy can’t
replace individual judgment or common sense, but it will make your actions more
understandable to the public.Knowing what is wanted and needed by your customers makes it
easier to decide what should or should not remain in the collection.

Using computers to weed:
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If your library is automated, the computer system can aid in the weeding process. The
system must be used for circulation for at least two years before you can use it as am aid in
weeding. You can then generate a list, in call numbers order of all items that have not
circulated.ldeally, the period for such a list should be at least two years. But three is more
probably more realistic.You only need of print the call number, the author and title on your
list. Then you are someone else should gather the items in order on a book truck for you to
review with the list in hand. Ifthere are multiply copies of an item, then all copies should be
put on the truck for review.

Weeding Issuing:

Weeding may be viewed as controversial by community members, John N. Berry 11l
has discussed these is his essay. The Weeding War. The controversial nature of collection
weeding necessitates the educating of library staff. It provides then with the tools they need to
counter common perceptions or misperceptions regarding weeding, especially those
encountered form faculty in an academic library.

Conclusion:

Lack of funds was also one of the reasons for the reluctance in weeding. This is
because staff believe funds to acquire new collections are not enough and therefore to weed
collections means reducing the collection in the library. It is therefore recommended that
adequate funding should be solicited for the library to enable the flow of new collections into
the library while those that are outdated and worn out bediscaeded.

References:

o Harveland, Jennifer(2017), Library inventory methods: Using flexibility and creativity
to achieve a common goal within a federated library system.

J Berry 111, J. (2013): The Weeding War “Library Journal, 138(18),10.

o Lehman, kathleen (2014), Collection Development And Management Library
Resources & Technical Services, 58(3): 169-177, doi:10.5860/Irts.58n3.169.

o Larson, J. (2008), CREW:A Weeding Manual For Modern Libraries (Revised And
Updated). Austin, TX: Texas State Library AndArchives Commission, Retrieved
October 7, 2014

o Slote, S.(1997). Weeding library collections: Library Weeding Methods (4" Ed.).
Englewood, Co: Libraries Unlimited.

Published in Collaboration With
Yeshwant Mahavidyalaya, Nanded & ICSSR, WRC, Mumbai 179
www.researchhub.org.in/library-scholar !' Email : libraryscholar21@gmail.com




