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Abstract: The library plays a vital role in our daily life in today's globalized era. Libraries 

play a fundamental role in society as gateways to knowledge and culture. The resources and 

services they offer create opportunities for learning, support literacy, and education, and 

help shape the new ideas and perspectives that are central to a creative and innovative 

society.Weeding books in libraries is as important as purchasing new books. Sure, it can 

make some people feel uncomfortable. The present paper’s author tried to analyze various 

pros and cons of weeding-out library material. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Introduction: 

 Weeding out is the process implemented by university and college libraries to remove 

unwanted stock of libraries and to retain the stock quality. The wedding policy is required 

because of: aging of stock, error, and omission of the original selection of documents, 

inadequate replacement and fluctuation in demand of users, lack of sufficient funds, and 

changes in objectives of the users’ population. Collection development in HEI libraries 

should include the process of stock revision & weeding and for this, the proper physical 

verification of the stock must be done, so that it can be readjusted. Weeding has to take care 

of balancing buying, borrowing, and available space. librarians should develop policies to 

guide collection maintenance and weeding to ensure that materials and resources are 

available to students and staff and also to manage the collection. These policies should 

include guidance on the repair, replacement, and removal of materials. Weeding of the 

collection should also be guided by clear policies to determine when items should be 

removed and if they should be replaced with newer, updated content. Conducting regular 

inventories of the collection is also an essential component of collection maintenance and 

weeding. 

Objectives of the study: 

 To study the process and policy of weeding out library material. 

 To find out the pros and cons of weeding-out library material. 

Pros of wedding: 

Some of the pros of wedding library books and materials are described as follows. 
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 The costs of maintaining the books on open shelves and shelving, preservation against 

insect dust, humidity in the environment, binding or repairs, and archiving for 

posterity have been continuously increasing and so the cost and valuable time of 

human resources are getting wasted. building construction or extension cost is also 

very high to accommodate future collections unless the above kinds of material are 

weeded out. wedding of material helps to reduce the cost of maintenance. 

 wedding out library material help patrons to have an easier time locating the books 

they want and also new books of their interest. The active collection would be then 

properly made visible if the outdated and unused books are weeded out. 

 if the books are in good condition they can be stored as encyclopedias, handbooks, 

etc., or can be donated to some other libraries which are not in a position to purchase 

such costly books. 

 The impact of weeding your library collection is a true reward for your library, your 

staff, and your community. You’ll keep your library looking better, the best materials 

will be easier to find, and you’ll save the time of yourcustomer. 

 Withdrawn books are donated to the Friends of the Library for book sales. The 

proceeds from such sales are used for the benefit of the library. 

Cons of wedding : 

Some of the cons of wedding library books and material are described as follows  

 Governing authority objection to weeding. 

 Sometimes objections to weeding come from the library board or College board that 

governs the library.   

 When this occurs, it is important to find out exactly what the objection is.  In some 

cases, it may come from an "exulted view of the book," which assumes that books 

never lose their value. 

  For College boards, the objection may come because of standards that emphasize the 

number of volumes as a criterion for the College library, rather than the quality of the 

collection.  

 This is a time-consuming process to evaluate and review thelibrary collection; 

 Weeding may be viewed as controversial by community members 

Conclusion : 

 From the above discussion, it is clear that the Weeding of library material should be a 

continuous process and occasional weeding enablesthe library to update its collection with 

useful fresh stock and make it visible to its users. it enables checking for materials that need 

repair or replacement and also getting feedback on the strengths and weaknesses of the 

library’s collection. It also helps in evaluating the current collection. 1urther the weeding 

process allows libraries to devise a future collection development policy.In an academic 

library, collection maintenance and weeding are usually driven by library faculty and staff 

and reflect the college/university’s mission, goals, and curricula needs. In most academic 

libraries, the subject specialist librarian and/or departmental liaison plays a significant role in 

weeding the collection. 
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