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Abstract: Weeding-out of the library collections is an essential part of healthy and useful
collection development. It is a regular evaluation process to remove those titles which are no
longer useful for library users or are mutilated. Weeding maximize collection, usefulness,
and ensures that they continue to support the instructional and research requirements of
students, faculty and staff of college. In addition, the process free shelf space for newly
acquired materials. The collection development policy guides weeding decisions, in keeping
with the library’s mission to collect, organize and provide access to information resource.
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Introduction:

With the explosion of knowledge documents are now being published in millions.
Now areas of knowledge are coming up and some of the earlier ideas and thoughts are
becoming outdated. For a modern library it is a question of money and space to get all new
documents which are relevant and useful. Particularly space for keeping the documents has
become a major problem for libraries. Solutions were attempted earlier and even now
attempts are being made to find suitable solutions.

Saving space is not the only reason for thinking about weeding out documents. Some
of the documents get worn out because of continuous usage. Similarly, some of the
documents may become brittle and unusable with passage of time. But the most important
reason of all that some documents may become useless since the thought content there in has
been modified in a subsequent edition or because the information in the documents has
become obsolete. In modern times documents may be weeded out after transferring the
information contained in them to microforms.

Reports of the library committee of the University Grants Commission (UGC)
speaking on the need for weeding out says, “Many works lose their value within one
generation, say in twenty -five years. By that time their thought content of same may even
thou out to be wrong. In a service library no useful purpose is served by retaining such
pedestrian books, and providing shelf space for them after they have become obsolete. The
proper course is to weed out periodically; they should give place to current variations of
them.”

Meaning and Purpose:
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Weeding out policy is an important component of collection development policy.
Weeding out documents means removing documents which are found not useful or not
serviceable from a long time in library. Documents so removed from the library may be
completely discarded where they are not serviceable, are donated to some other library where
they may be useful or kept in a reserve place called a dormitory library. Weeding out policy
means a policy statement on.

a. What materials are to be weeded out?
b. When to weed out?

¢. Who should weed out?

d. How to weed out?

e. What to do with weeded out materials?

Weeding also known as de-selection, is a process of removing library materials form
collections based on certain criteria. Weeding is a necessary process that libraries
continuously perform. When weeding considers factors such as age of materials, last
circulation date, number of circulations, condition of materials, if the systems have other
copies of the book or if the books is a part of series this is similar to the MUSTLE
(Misleading, Ugly, Superseded, Trivial, Irrelevant and Elsewhere).

The definitive resource on weeding is the CREW (Systematic and continuous
weeding of the collections) manual, which was created by the Texas state library and
Archives Commission. The CREW manual explains, why weeding is important, it covers the
weeding process and it also offers weeding assistance on specific categories. (i.e. Confection,
Fiction, Graphic novels, Periodicals, Children’s book, young adult fiction etc.)

In addition, MSOE (Milwaukee school of Engineering) described in every simple
term, its general guideline for weeding.

Why library weeding important:

Weeding-out outdated collections is very necessary to keep library up to date. It is a
necessary process that libraries continuously perform. Weeding is vital because it saves shelf
space (by removing over stuffed shelves and creating room for new books), makes it easier to
browse the collection, remove outdated unused, damaged, makes the collection more
appealing.

Weeding Out Policy, Some Steps.

Following some guide line to weed-out collection, this policy is different form writing
off the books with due permission by the authority.

1. From the authority of the college or institution will form a committee consist of a
faculty member from each specialization area, members of the library committee and
the librarian.
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10.

11.

12.

Library staff will assist the committee and the librarian in preparing the list of
outdated books no more in circulation or the books having two or more editions that
are more recent already in the library.

For core textbook / book bank books, whenever any new edition is procured for all
students or if a course is discontinued then after two-year gestation period, all such
books will be included in the weed-out list by the library staff.

For subjects where new policies or rules changes every year. i.e., taxation, old
editions for more than two years will also be included in the list.

Book which was torn off, whose pages were teared off, or which were mutilated, all
such books will also be included in the weed-out list by the library staff.

For areas like Computer / Information technology, all books related to obsolete
technologies/software/hardware will also be included in the list after a gap of three
years.

A compiled list by the library staff with details of the books. Cost, number of copies
available in the library, year, accession number and reasons for inclusion in the weed-
out list. This list put before the weed-out committee members.

Weed-out committee will deliberate upon the list and check if there are chances of
such books use again in future or if any of these books may be used in other program
of the institute if any committee will also look into the aspect that no book termed as
classic or needed for research purpose for posterity is included in the list.

Committee will also verify physical availability of such books to avoid inclusion of
books stolen form the library in this list. Faculty member of each specialization area
deputed in the committee will endorse weeding out books related to there are a
specialization.

Once committee is satisfied, committee members will recommend weeding-out of the
collection form the library to the authority. Authority has full discretion to accept /
reject fully or partially committee recommendations keeping the institute interest in
mind. Once the higher authority approves the committee recommendations in
writing, library will initiate process of weeding out that collection from the library and
update entries in the accession register and in library automation software mentioning
reasons and date of weeding out of any books.

Printed magazines / journals, which serve only immediate requirements, may also be
included for weeding-out to create space for future issues in the periodical’s shelves.
Library need to maintain all magazines / journals issues for a minimum period of one
year before including any magazine/ journals for weeding out consideration.

The weeded-out collection may either be donated to some other needy library or may
be disposed as per the standard policy of the institute.

Conclusion:

Weeding or deselection, is the removed of library materials that are no longer useful,

no longer appropriate, or rarely used. An overcrowded library collection with outdated and
irrelevant materials can make it difficult for users to find the resources they need. It is not a
mechanical process, there is emotion involved, there is thought involved, and it takes the
same amount of skill to build a collection as it does to cull one.
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