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Abstract: This article discusses significance of weeding out library collection in a digital 

environment. Information explosion creates a lot of crowded information. Therefore, The 

Library professionals are tried to update library collection by removing outdated collection. 

The growth of Information and Communication Technology affected on users demands. The 

users demanded digital information than printed information. The role of librarian is crucial 

to manage information sources and collection development policy. So, Librarians implements 

weeding out library collection for the up to date library collection, visible collection, solving 

space problem, and save the time of users.  
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Introduction : 

The 21
st
 century is known as the Digital Century. Everyone wants information in 

digital aspects through Information and Communication Technology (ICT).  The 

developments of ICT affected academic libraries and users' expectations. Therefore, it‘s 

difficult for the library professionals to cater and satisfy the information requirements of all 

the users. The wedding has the implications of the fourth and fifth law of library science 

given by Dr. S. R. Ranganathan in respectively ‗Save the time of users‘ and ‗library is 

growing organism‘. Weeding out of library collections is one of the important functions of 

libraries in the aspect to maintain their collection update by discarding outdated, damaged, 

unused collections from the stacks. Weeding of materials is a way to ensure the best 

utilization of space and also it helps to evaluate the collection in the library. Weeding the 

library collections is a continuous process of the collection development policy.  The process 

not only saves the space but also keeps the collection lively and healthy for its users. 

Weeding Out Library Collections : 

Encyclopedia of Library and Information Science Chalcraft says ―Library collection is 

the sum total of Library materials-books, manuscripts, serials, Government documents, 

pamphlets, catalogs, reports, recordings, microfilm reels, microcards, and microfiche, 

punched cards, computer tapes etc. – that make up the holdings of a particular library‖. 

Librarians being custodians of books or library reading materials endeavor to tend the library 

alive like a garden. They act similarly as a gardener and try to weed the unnecessary 



LIBRARY SCHOLAR 
International Peer-Reviewed Journal of Library Science 

Published in Collaboration With                                                                               
Yeshwant Mahavidyalaya, Nanded & ICSSR, WRC, Mumbai                                                

www.researchhub.org.in/library-scholar   !!    Email : libraryscholar21@gmail.com 

92 

 

Volume           : 2 (2022) 
Special Issue: 1 (November) 

ISSN 

2583-2549 

collection of books. Weeding the library collections is a continuous process and always 

regarded as important part of collection development policy. 

Digital Environment : 

A digital environment is an integrated communications environment where digital 

devices communicate and manage the content and activities within it. The concept is based 

on digital electronics systems which are integrated and implemented for a global community. 

 Major components of a digital environment generally include websites, cloud servers, search 

engines, social media, mobile apps, audio and video and other web based resources. (Wiki – 

2022)   

Significance of Weeding Out Library Collections : 

1. Implementation of the fourth and fifth law of library science. 

  According to Dr. S. R. Ranganathan fourth and fifth fundamental laws ‗save the time 

of users‘ and ‗library is growing organism‘. In this context weeding out of library collection 

is essential for implementing these laws in our library. Dr. S. R. Ranganathan stress on 

‗organism‘ word for library.  

2. Role of Librarians as a Gardener  

  In the internet age, librarians plays vital role for navigating the right information to 

the right users. They act as similarly Gardener and try to weeding out unnecessary of library 

collection.  

3. Shortage of Self Space  

  Every library has limited shelf space and ‗library is growing organism‘. Therefore, the 

library professionals are facing problems in creating space for new books and furniture as 

well as to manage the library collection.  

4. Increasing use of E-resources  

  Today, the widely use of E-resources due to its significance and portability. The users 

preferred E-resources than printed books.  

5. Maintenance and Preservation of library collection  

  The library professionals spent lot of works and cost on preservation and maintaining 

the library collection. So the cost and valuable time of human resources are wasted on 

unnecessary library collection.   

6. Problems of damaged Books 

  The library professional faces problems towards damaged unnecessary books for their 

binding and maintaining a good library collection.   
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7. Visible or alive of  library collection  

  The weeding out library collection is necessity for the up to date library collection, 

visible or alive collection, to give space for new books.  

Conclusion  

The library professionals should implement the weeding out policy of library 

collection for solving the problems of space, cost, time and human efforts. Also they should 

promote the E-resources in the digital environment and user satisfaction.    
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