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Abstract: This paper is a case study of College Library of Ramkrishna Paramhansa 

Mahavidyalaya,, Osmanabad. The developments and changes in the ICT havechanged the 

user's expectations from the academic libraries in different ways.The college libraries not 

only provides stimulus toreading by procuring materials for study and research, by 

introducing open access system, by providing long hours of open, by organizing the library 

resources in a systematic way, but also feeds the intellect of the student, encourage the 

researches of the faculty and thus serve the teaching and research needs of the faculty. The 

automated library can provide extended services to the users of the library. The paper 

describes in detail aboutthe weeding policy &stock verification process using SLIM21 

Library Automation Software and to identify the status of library. 

Keywords: College Library, Library Automation, ICT, Library Automation Software, 

SLIM21, Weeding PolicyandStock Verification. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

1.  Introduction: 

 Libraries play vital role in the educational, industrial and technological progress of a 

country. Progress of the nation depends upon advance knowledge gained by educationists, 

technologists, engineers and scientists of the country. Hence the role of libraries in 

Universities and then educational institutions is to active a free flow of information from the 

point of generation to the point of utilization of information efficiently and effectively. The 

present educational policy emphasizes on self-study, experiments, field study and research 

rather than classroom study. Therefore, library has to play vital role in the higher education to 

meet user requirements. Optimum use of resources is possible through networks only. 

2.  Development Of Library Automation: 

 Library automation began in the late 1970s in a few special libraries and has now 

reached most of the university libraries. It has yet to take off in college libraries in India 

owing to various problems. Many studies on library automation have been undertaken in the 

West, but few have been undertaken in IndiaThe automation of libraries and information 

centers in India started in middle 19th century till the concept of automation was entered on 

the use of computers for housekeeping operations and information services by individual 
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libraries. There are certain factors responsible for the automation of the libraries. Information 

explosions, increased user’s demand, labour intensive nature of work, changing concepts of 

documents.  

3. A Profile: 

 Ramkrishna Paramhansa Mahavidyalaya, Osmanabad is the first college established 

on 01st June, 1959 by Shri Swami Vivekanand Shikshan Sanstha, Kolhapur, one of the 

established institutions in Maharashtra founded by Shikshan Maharshi Dr. Bapuji Salunkhe 

with a motto-Dissemination of Education for Knowledge, Science and Culture. Osmanabad is 

the district in Marathwada Region which is drought prone and economically backward and 

here only investment is Education. The College is affiliated to Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar 

Marathwada University, Aurangabad and has been included under 2(F) and 12B category of 

the UGC. The college is reaccredited in the 3rd cycle with ‘B+’grade by NAAC with CGPA 

2.60. The UGC has identified the college as “The College with Potential for Excellence” 

(Phase – II).  

The College has following full-fledged facilities - 

 Library with 94,437books 

 41 Journals + 16 Newspapers 

 N-LIST E-resources 

 BAMU Remote Access 

 Computer Lab with 10 computers 

 Magzster Subscription 

 Ladies Hostel 

 Gymkhana 

 4. College Library: An Overview: 

 The library is the lung of every educational institute, which breathes knowledge and 

information into the minds of the students. The has well-equipped Library and Information 

Centre with an elaborate collection of books, e-books, CD-ROMs, journals, e-journals, 

project reports, audio-visual materials and other resources to serve its users.The Library 

Advisory Committee considers the development proposals of the library and budget 

allocations and policy decisions. It also provides directions for a structured and balanced 

growth of the library and to provide improved facilities and innovative services. Allocation 

and utilization of funds and introduction of developmental programs and requirements of the 

users are addressed and approved by the Library Advisory Committee.The scope of the study 

is the College Library in all respects such as in-house operation its automation, information 

services etc., since the computerization started in end of year 2012 the study will bring out its 

strength and weakness that will help the library to improve the system to user's satisfaction. 

4.1 Collection development: 
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The Library and Information Centre came into existence in the year 1959. The main 

Library is equipped with a 94437 No. of national and international books, journals in the field 

of Arts, Commerce and Science Faculty including Personality Developments, Human Right, 

English, Research Methodology, and General reading, etc. and also with the modern and 

latest technology to cope up with latest development toprovide quality and quick services to 

its users.  

4.2 LibraryCollection Statistics : 

Sr. 

No 

Year No. of 

Books 

Expenditure(Rs.) No. of 

Journals 

Expenditure 

(Rs.) 

1 2016 – 2017 904 233604/- 85 233504/- 

2 2017 – 2018 3485 298529/- 52 298529/- 

3 2018 – 2019 340 97675/- 33 193250/- 

4 2019 – 2020 290 80620/- 29 174250/- 

5 2020 – 2021 330 97143/- 24 126400/- 

6 2021 – 2022 335 91634/- 19 71250/- 

   Table No.1 Statistics of the year 2016 - 2022  

4.3 Library Staff: 

 LC's Library and Information Centre has good team of qualified Professional Staff.  

4.4 Library Services: 

 ASPC's Library and Information Centre is providing the following services to its 

 users. 

 Circulation 

 Reference Service 

 Current Awareness Service 

 Selective Dissemination Service 

 Reprographic Service 

 Audio-Visual service 

 News Paper Clipping Service 

 WEB OPAC (Online Public Access Catalogue) 

 Interlibrary Loan 

4.5 Automation of College Library: 

 The term "Automation" describes the way in which a machine is programmed to do a 

job that a person might normally do. Automation is often used to assist with jobs, which must 

be repeated over and over again. 
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 "Library Automation" is a process of using computer- based system to do house - 

Keeping operations. Such as acquisition, circulation, classification, cataloguing, stock 

verification, etc. Ramkrishna Paramhansa Mahavidyalaya, Osmanabad is one of the Best 

College of its kind in Marathwada Region to have a computerized Library Services. 

Computerization started since January, 2014 with the System for Library Information and 

Management (SLIM21) is state-of-the-art integrated library management software designed 

and developed by the INFLIBNET Centre based is used. Currently updated version 3.7.0 is 

being used. SLIM21 is multi-user, multi-tasking integrated library management software 

working either on a single machine or in a client-server multi-platform environment and built 

a complete database of over 94,437 books. Further we have Online Services provided to our 

users through UGC & INFLIBNET N-LIST program with INTER LIBRARY LAN 

SYSTEM consisting of 7 terminals connected to, the library and information center Server 

storing our database. The Online Public Access Catalog (OPAC) is used to carry out online 

searches of library database by Author, Title; Keywords and Accession Numbers, which 

enables users to provide goodreference service to staff and students. 

4.6 Weeding Policy : 

 The development of collections of books, serials, and other sources of information as 

detailed in this policy plays a fundamental role in the Library’s mission.  Weeding is the 

process of identifying items to be withdrawn from a library collection. Weeding is an 

essential component of good library collection management because it is one of the tools for 

assuring that at any given time a library will contain the best and most relevant information. 

It is carried out with the library’s mission and collection development policy in mind. 

Weeding is an essential, continuing library practice in which materials are removed 

permanently from the Library’s collections. Book withdrawal is an important aspect of 

collection development.The following criteria were used to identify items to be withdrawn 

from the collection of the Library: 

4.6.1 Physical Condition : 

 Items on the open shelves need to be sturdy enough to withstand repeated reading, 

circulation, and routine handling. Books in damaged condition can be considered for 

withdrawal, repair/binding, or replacement 

4.6.2 Demand for the Information:  

 Past circulation is the best indicator of future circulation, items that have circulated 

little or none in the past five years are good candidates for withdrawal decision. 

4.6.3 Relevance of Information : 

 Library wants to provide information relevant to the needs of Hampton University’s 

faculty, staff, and students. However, the needs of both current and future faculty, staff, and 

students must be considered. 
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4.6.4 Currency of Information:  

 Library wants to provide current information. Items containing superseded 

information should generally be withdrawn. This is particularly true for items containing 

medical and scientific information. 

4.6.5 Disposition of Withdrawn Materials: 

 All materials withdrawn from the collection should be stamped as "discarded" or 

"withdrawn. The Librarian in agreement with the library committee will make the final 

decisions regarding the disposition of materials withdrawn from the collection. 

Recommended disposition of discarded materials are donated to other Jesuit institutions. 

4.7 Stock Verification: 

 Stock verification is one of the important functions of any enterprise. The term stock 

verification is also known as stock taking, physical verification or checking, stock inspection, 

inventory taking, etc. 

 Library automation plays an important role in integration of various library processes 

and help to reduce or avoid the human error. Access to library holdings available to users led 

to loss, damage and misplacement of books. To maintain the balance between various 

subjects and to take adequate precautionary measures it is necessary to do periodical 

inventory, accounting of library collection regularly. The systematic check of library holdings 

for finding out missing items is called as stock verification. It is also referred as stock taking, 

physical verification of stock inspection.Libraries adopt various methods to carry out the 

stock verification. 

4.7.1 Frequency of Stock Verification: 

 As per provisions contained in rule 116 Sub- Para (V to VII) of general financial 

rules, 1963(3rd). The decision in this regards is dependent upon the size of library holdings 

and thestrength of the library qualified staff posted in the library. 

 Rule116. Sub-Para (V): “Complete annual physical verification of books should be 

done every year in the case of libraries having not mere than 20,000 volumes &not fewer 

than two library qualified staff. If in case there is only one qualified staff the verification may 

be done as per sub-para (VI)”. 

 Rule 116. Sub Para (VI): “Complete physical verification at intervals of not more than 

3 yrsshould be done in case of libraries having more than 20,000 books but not more than 

50,000 Volumes.” 

 Rules 116 Sub-Para (VII): “Sample verification at intervals of not more than 5 years 

shouldbe done in case of libraries having more than 50,000 volumes. If such a sample 

verificationreveals unusual or un reasonable shortages, complete verification shall be done”. 
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4.7.2 Permissible loss in Stock Verification: 

 As per provisions contained in rule 116 Sub – Para (II) Loss three volume per 

thousandvolumes issued consulted in year may be taken as a reasonable provided such loss 

cannot beattributed to dishonesty or negligence on the past of librarian. Loss of book of 

valueexceeding Rs 200/- and book of special nature and rarity shall invariably be invested 

&consequential action taken. All such losses will have been written off only by 

competentauthority. 

4.7.3 Automated Stock Verification in Our College Library: 

 College has excellent updated fully computerized library which support the teaching 

learning & Research programme. Our library is fully automated with SLIM21 library 

management software. Barcode technology is one such technology being implemented in the 

libraries for its faster transactions. Barcodes are also widely used in the libraries for stock 

verification and circulation of documents 

 Computerized Stocks taking of these books are done by using IA21 ZEBRA stocks 

taking devisewith available manpower; it helps to reduce human error. Software in this devise 

is set such away that duplicate number will not enter into the stock. All our library staff 

takeouts books from the shelves,all the books arrange according to classification number. 

One person scan the barcode whichis pasted on book title page (Accession No.) & shelf 

number with the help of IA21 ZEBRA stocktalking devise. After the scanning get over all the 

cater data is transfer into computer andmissing accession no list is prepared and this list has 

to be prepared thoroughly withfollowing records. 

5. Conclusion: 

 The library is the lung of every educational institute, which breathes knowledge and 

information into the minds of the students. The stock verification helps to know the present 

status of the holdings of the library. Stock verification using modern technologies is 

important which improve the efficiency and accuracy of the system. It helps to find out the 

anomalies in the library management accurately. The present paper explained the weeding 

policy and stock verification by using of IA21 ZEBRA Device for library stock verifications. 

The use of the applications proved that the stock verification is systematic and fault free 

andthe reports generated by the system is accurate without human interaction. 
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