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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Abstrct: Weeding is the systematic removal of resources from a Library based on selected 

criteria. It is the opposite of selecting material, though the selection and de-selection of 

material often involve the same thought process. Weeding is a vital process for an active 

collection because it ensures the collection stays current, relevant, and in good condition. 

Weeding should be done on a continuous, on-going basis. Educating the staff with workshops 

and presentations on collection quality, maintenance and the importance and positive 

benefits of weeding the collection are important components for a library to consider. 
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Introduction: 

Weeding is a necessary process that libraries continuously perform. Weeding is vital 

because it saves shelf space (by removing overstuffed shelves and creating room for new 

books), makes it easier to browse the collection (and thus saves time), removes outdated 

material, makes the collection more appealing. 

Need of weeding policy in libraries: 

A well-maintained, well-pruned collection is far more useful than one filled with out 

of-date or unused materials. Weeding a physical collection has many benefits. 

 Space is preserved to add relevant materials. 

 Users are able to access useful materials quickly and the librarian can direct them to 

information more easily. 

 The collection is more reputable because it is current. 

 The librarian can easily see the strengths and weaknesses of the collection. 

 Materials are of good quality and in good physical condition. 

Criteria of weeding policy in libraries: 

Following criteria use in libraries. 

1) Physical condition: Materials that are badly deteriorated or damaged and beyond 

reasonable preservation efforts will be weeded. Consideration for replacement will be made 

on a case-by-case basis. 
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1) Usage: Low or no usage may be a factor in weeding decisions. Library personnel may 

consult circulation statistics or other reports to determine viable candidates for weeding. 

2) Duplicates: Due to space limitations, the library may weed duplicate copies of library 

materials. Library staff will take into consideration the need to have more than one copy 

of a title on hand, especially for materials that are heavily used or are a part of a college-

wide program. 

3) Currency: The content of library materials should be accurate and up to date. Materials 

that are superseded by newer, revised, or updated editions may be weeded. The library 

takes into consideration faculty and students whose scholarship and teaching require the 

use of historical texts in areas such as psychology, mathematics, and physics. 

4) Poor Contents: Content is outdated or obsolete.Content is biased, racist, or sexist. 

Content is irrelevant to user needs. Content is too mature/immature for users. 

5) Poor Condition: 

 Resource has irreparable damage, broken spines. 

 Resource is dirty or smelly. 

 Resource would not survive further circulation. 

6) Poor circulation: 

 Reading material is not being used by user in a certain time frame. 

Detailed Procedures: 

 Using the Collection Development Policy for guidance, the Director will review the 

material that is under consideration for weeding and make the final decision as to its 

disposition. 

 Delete our holdings on OCLC. 

 Update the ―withdrawn‖ spreadsheet with title, ISBN, author, call number, OCLC 

number. 

 The material to be weeded should be brought to the Technical Services workroom and 

placed on carts designated "Weeding." Each title should have a "weeding slip" filled out 

and inserted. 

 Delete or correct the bib and item records. 
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