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Abstract: Libraries in modern days store more information resources for giving the service to 

users in the sense of collection development the libraries grows in time span. In the lap of 

time period some library resources are being old or not relevant to the contemporary 

research or study due this the libraries implement the systematic weeding policy for removing 

the resources. The weed out give the chance to enter the new and remove the old like this it 

has many pros and cons which discussed in this paper.  
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Introduction:  

Libraries revise its stocks systematically with some interval for up gradation for that 

each time buy the new resources and also weed out old materials which was not useful or not 

relevant to current context. The weed out policy implemented by the library for each items 

based on out of date items, secondary material which was not used by any one or low quality. 

Perhaps that these policies have pros and cons which make direct effect on library service and 

collection development.  

Why Weed Out Library Stock? 

Before the study of good and bad we need to understand why the libraries weed put 

the library resources. The basic need of weed out to save the space, easy to access useful 

material, updated resources, easy to understand the collection by library personnel and 

maintain the collection physical quality good and easy to use.When unused things are taken 

out from an assortment that has not been completely weeded in some time, the racks might 

look exposed. Instead of being an obstacle to library use, this can bring about expanded flow. 

Racks with less, fresher things are more welcoming than racks jam-loaded with worn out 

titles.  

What weed out? 

Libraries have very large amount of information resources, that can classified as 

useful for very less time like newspapers, periodicals, and useful for long time in that like 

books and CDs. The criteria for the weed out changing the references, content out of syllabus, 
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low quality academic books, undemand resources from long time, poor physical condition 

was applied by library authority. 

Pros of Weeding out Library Material: 

Library weeding is a process that makes the library rich in collection and also the user 

friendly. There are some Pros or benefit of regular weeding of library material like 

1.1 Space for new arrivals  

Libraries purchase many information resources regularly for users need every year but 

the space of library not extended as per purchase so the weeding of old and unused material 

create spacefor new arrivals.  

1.2 Update the Collection 

As per users psychology they need correct information within the time and also the 

good condition information resources if library authority weeding out old by replacing new 

the user get updated information ex. By trimming the old leaves of trees to chance the new 

leaves growth. 

1.3 Easy to Access by Staff and Users 

The updated and less in number stock can be handled easily and it get less time to find 

out the information and increased the ratio of user satisfaction. 

1.4 Increase the Reputation 

The libraries having good user ratio it will increase the reputation of the library and 

the benefit of the reputation increase the users and fund from the mother institution. If lot of 

fund available for library it will useful for purchasing new technology for introduce new 

service to the users. 

1.5 Misleading Data elimination 

Weed out false Information which changes time to time, obsolete information sustains 

a view that can be misleading or on the other hand even not useful, for example, in case of 

Science manuals that might contain the non-useful or irrelevant information for contemporary 

time. 

1.6 Feedback Mechanism for Collection Development 

Library personnel by taking feedback from library users time to time to find out the 

strength and weakness of the collection and implement the purchase and weeding policy for 

high useful collection.  

Cons of Weeding out Library Material 
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Library material weed out give the benefit to the library by every coin have two sides 

it have some cons like 

1.7 Weeding Material Value  

Libraries purchase the information resources by spending money basis on the value of the 

information or content and subject of the book.The material weeds out at that time the returns 

from selling scrap materials are very low and it effect of entire value of library. 

1.8 Threats of Number Loss 

Some library mother institute avoids giving permission for weeding out due to threat of 

number of books will be decreased after weeding out. 

1.9 Loss of Useful Information 

Weeding out with the basis of physical condition some time books may weeding out 

which having important information or historical importance. Sometime it will useful in 

future. 

1.10 Time Consuming 

Weed out library material it consumes lot of time in the process like collecting record 

numbers, permissions, withdraw from register and software if available and sale out the 

material. Due to lack of the fund government and mother institute not appoint new 

personnel‘s and in very few staff it is not possible or if possible it takes lot of time to 

complete the weeding. 
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