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Abstract: This paper presents a review of weeding out library material. This includes meaning 

and purpose of weeding; factors discourage weeding, what, when, who and how to weed. 

Also it contains what to do with weeded material.  
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Introduction : 

  Libraries Play vital role in academic institutions. Libraries serve the needs of users 

with their collection and services. Library collection includes various types of resources like 

print resources and non-print resources. Print resources includes resources available in print 

form like books, periodicals, journals, magazines, maps etc. and non-print resources includes 

resources available in non-print form like CDs, online databases, e-resources etc. As we 

know library is growing organism, library grows day by day with the increase in collection. 

Growing library is endless process but there is limitation of infrastructure and space in 

library. If library grows day by day then one day there will not be enough space for acquiring 

new resources. To avoid this problem weeding out library material which has become 

absolute and outdated is necessary. In other words weeding out library material is worship for 

developing library collection. Weeding out helps to acquire new resources in library 

collection. It also helps in acquiring new, current and relevant resources in library. Weeding 

out is considered as a important function in collection development and it helps to update the 

library collection. 

Meaning of weeding : 

Weeding library materials means removing the material from library which is not 

useful or not serviceable from library. Library material to be weeded out may include 

textbooks, reports, magazines etc. Material so removed from the library may be scraped if 

they are of not use absolutely or donated to other libraries if they are useful and in good 

condition. Also this material may be stored in reserve place called as dormitory library. 

There should be policy for weeding library material. Weeding policy includes policy 

statement on what materials are to be weeded? when to weed? who should weed? how to 

weed? what to do with weeded materials?  
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Purpose of weeding 

 To weed out older and outdated syllabus books. 

 To weed out damaged books. 

 To make space for current and updated library material. 

 To save space, money and efforts etc. 

 Libraries have limited space and infrastructure. As well as libraries are growing 

always which need space for storage. 

 To remove duplicate materials which have less values. 

 To remove less demanded books.  

What to weed? 

Sharma, J. S. (1978) stated the list and Chopra, H. R. (1994) restated the same list regarding 

types of materials to be weeded out from a library. 

i. Mutilated books because of constant use. 

ii. Worn out material 

iii. Outdated books specially text books 

iv. Out of syllabus books 

v. Reference books which are published periodically have to be replaced by new 

editions like yearbooks, annuals, handbooks etc. 

vi. Materials which are now available online may be discarded such as old CDs, 

Microforms etc. 

vii. Keeping in mind fifth law of Library Science, library always grow, it is necessary to 

remove unserviceable material. 

When and How to weed? Who should weed? 

Librarian may weed out library material anytime throughout the year. Material which 

found to be unserviceable may be discarded. At least once in a year whole library collection 

should be examined. Annual weeding out of unwanted document is ideal. Dr. S. R. 

Ranganathan observes that ―many of the modern books get outdated in ideas expounded in 

them within 20 years. After that period such books should be written off.‖ Before weeding 

documents it should be ensured that it has been outdated and latest editions may added to 

collection. The entire process of weeding should be done with prior permission of competent 

authority and resolutions made by competent authority for weeding out should be recorded 

and books withdrawn should be marked in accession register and in software also. 

Weeding out requires necessary judgment and expertise, for that librarian should 

involve personally in this process. Also library committee members, senior faculty 

members, subject experts may be involved for making decision. 

What to do with weeded materials 
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What to do with weeded materials is the next step in this process. Obviously material 

which has become completely worn out, mutilated, irreparable can be sold like scrap. If 

documents are in good condition and they are older editions of reference sources then they 

can be donated to other needy libraries.  

Discouraging factors 

Though there are many reasons to weed out the library materials, still some discouraging 

factors are also there. These may be as 

a. We love quantity rather than quality. The love for numbers is there which affects 

weeding process. 

b. Many people thought that old is gold. Like this, old books are of more importance , 

this thought may hinder the process. 

c. Sometimes work pressure is there. Weeding process requires time and manpower. 

d. There is also fear of audit and fear of comments of users. 

But librarian should not get disturbed by such discouraging factors. A well planned 

and clear cut weeding out policy will clear all the obstacles. 
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