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Abstract: Every year the collection of the library increases as the library needs to have 

updated information. It is supported by S. R. Ranganathan's fifth theory. But the space should 

also increase with the collection of the library. But since that is not possible, the useless 

materials, which cannot be used, and those which are out of date have to be discarded from 

the collection itself. For that, some regulation has to be followed, then a big question arises 

as to which literature should be canceled, when to do it, who should do it and why, so we are 

going to study some of the rules and conditions for that in this article. 
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Introduction : 

Weeding is an important strategy for collection development. Weeding means 

removing the materials which are not useful, serviceable in the library. If small libraries need 

materials that do not have the financial capacity, such materials can be donated to other 

libraries and kept in a separate reserve. A weeding strategy is 1 what material is to be 

weeded. 2 When to weed. 3 Someone should remove the weeds. 4 How to remove weeds. 5 

What to do with the material after weeding? 

Need for Weeding of Collection: 

Any type of library is faced an immediate problem. So the literature is not emptying 

the space of the library, but the literature which cannot be used in any way, e.g. If you move 

the book continuously, the pages tear, it wears out, such materials should be avoided A report 

of the Library Committee of the University Grants Commission speaks of the need for 

weeding: ―Many works of art depreciate in a generation, that is, twenty-five years. Until then, 

their ideology may be wrong. No useful purpose is served by keeping such pedantic books in 

service libraries and providing shelf space for them after they are 17 years old. The correct 

course is periodic weeding. They should accommodate the existing differences between 

them. 

Materials to Be Weeded: A brief overview of which material to weed is given below 

1) Books 
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1. Lost Book : When a book is lost by a student by a teacher, it is necessary to weed 

such books from the stock register because it is dangerous to have the book in the 

stock register when the book is not physically available in the library, as it may raise a 

question mark, the librarian should be careful. 

2. Multiple Copies: Sometimes we see that many copies of the same book are available 

in the library. These books can be textbooks or literary works available in the library. 

Additional copies should be weeded by keeping certain copies of such requirement. 

3. Physically Worn Out Books: Physically worn out books should be removed. 

Libraries must have up-to-date books. If the information in some old, torn books is 

useful, such books should be bound and kept in the library, and the books which are 

not useful and the information in them has expired should be weeded. 

4. Reference Books like yearbooks, annuals, handbooks etc. Those published from time 

to time should be replaced with new versions and old versions should be discarded. 

2) Journal/ Periodical: Journals should be withdrawn from the library after their frequency 

of use has decreased. 

3) Non Print Material: Storage materials that are damaged for example CDs and DVDs. 

They should be weeded out by considering their usability, testing, reviewing the current 

situation and looking at accuracy, visually and sound quality. 

4) Momentary Material : Materials which are transitory eg newspapers, magazines, 

information sheets, preprints, reprints, bulletins should be kept up-to-date by removing 

materials which are in low demand and which do not need circulation for a long period of 

time. 

When to Weed? 

Says Chopra, ―In college and university libraries, every time a book is handled in the library, 

it should be examined from the angle of physical condition and its continued suitability. The 

entire collection should be inspected at least once a year. Annual weeding from unwanted 

papers is ideal. 

Who Should Weed? 

Those who have prescribed authority and who have knowledge of that field. 

1. Librarian should be personally involved. 

2. Members of the Library Committee. 

3. Appointed weeding technician. 

4. Senior Officer/Professor 

Guidelines for Weeding 

1. Raffaele and Shishko suggested that publication date should be an important criterion 

for document weeding. 

2. Fussler and Simon felt that past use is the best guide to future use of documents. 
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3. The American Library Association Council of the American Library Association 

believes that in public libraries "annual withdrawals from collections should average 

at least 5 percent of the total collection". 

4. Trueswell developed a technique to eliminate collections that would ensure 

satisfaction at a given rate in the future by examining past usage. 

What to Do With the Material After Weeding? 

There are five basic ways to dispose of print and non-print materials. Each method of 

disposal has its own advantages and disadvantages. 

1. Sell It: The weeded material should be sold, either to the public or to a vendor. 

2. Donate It: You can donate books to small libraries, hospitals, nursing homes, hostels, 

adult or juvenile reformers, and charities. 

3. Recycle It: Large companies, local government agencies, and local contractors should 

give out-of-date books for recycling. 

4. Destroy It: Weeded materials should be burnt in an incinerator, before making sure 

that people are not seen around, otherwise they may be mistaken for destroying 

important books. 

Conclusion:  

Weeding out policy is important in every Academic library. Academic library is also 

Research library. The researchers as well as teachers do their research with the help of 

collection of academic libraries. Researcher is demands latest information for their research 

purpose. To fulfil the information, need of user‘s various collections is important and for 

storage of various collections library space is important. Weeding out policy is essential in 

every academic library. Researcher concluded that, Policy or a norm implemented by 

academic libraries is appropriate as per guidelines given by UGC. 
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