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Abstract: This paper is a case study of policy and practice followed at Bahirji Smarak 

Mahavidyalaya, Basmat Dist. Hingoli for weeding the old/damaged/obsolete/unused library 

collections. The paper endeavors to highlight the barriers and the need of weeding in the 

library. It discusses the criteria used to weed the collections in the Bahirji Smarak 

Mahavidyalaya, Basmat. The study is limited to the weeding of books from Humanities and 

Social Sciences, Text Book of the Bahirji Smarak Mahavidyalaya, Basmat. The weeding 

procedure at BSM Basmat not only makes the collections lively but also helps in marketing of 

the library and its resources. This study will be very fruitful for those library professionals 

who wish to undertake weeding of their collections to make them lively and updated. 

Keywords: Weeding, Library Collection, Library Advisory Committee and local Governing 

body, Collection Management, Collection Development, and BSM Basmat. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Introduction:- 

 Weeding is a daunting task for librarians. The amount of recorded knowledge is 

growing at a fast pace. Librarians being custodians of books/knowledge try to tend the library 

alive like a garden. They act similarly as a gardener and try to weed the unnecessary collection 

of books. Weeding the library collections is a continuous process and always regarded as 

important part of collection development policy and in turn of collection management 

process. Weeding not only saves the space but also keep the collection lively and healthy for 

its users. It also saves the time of the users by providing greater accessibility to the collection. 

The weeding has the implications to both the fourth and fifth law of library science given by 

Dr. S.R. Ranganathan. 

Weeding is also known as ‗Deselection‘/‗Collection renewal‘/‗Collection 

reevaluation‘. Harrod‘s Librarian Glossary and Reference Book defines weeding as, 

―discarding from stock, books which are considered to be of no further use.
1
‖ 

Bahirji Smarak Mahavidyalaya, Basmat Dist. Hingoli is located in Maharashtra, India. 

It is established in 1971. The college functions as per the spirit of the monogram ―Satkarmi 

Rati Wadho‖   ―Let the Love of good deeds grow amongst us‖. The BSM library Basmat, total 

more than 79,000 books, journals, audio, video, pdf, collection. The collection of the library is 

growing at a fast pace every year and the space of the library is limited.  Hence, to keep the 
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collection live and active, weeding of library resources becomes an indispensable part of 

library collection management. 

Reviewed literature:- 

An attempt was made to cover the literature published on weeding of library 

collections by searching various databases such as Emerald, JSTOR, Goggle Scholar and print 

material etc. Various studies which were reviewed are helpful in writing this case study for 

the library professionals so as to overcome the fear underlying the weeding process. Some of 

these are as follows:  

Stole (1975)
3
 in his book, weeding library collections has identified two parts of the 

collection, one is ―core collection‖ (which will satisfy 95 to 99% of the demands upon the 

present collection) and a ―weedable‖ part (which represents very little potential use).  

Uma and Suseela (2013)
4
 point outs the importance of weeding in university libraries. 

Necessity of weeding is highlighted in order to keep collection up to date and in providing 

greater accessibility to the users.  

Dilevko and Gottlieb (2003)
5
 discusses the weeding practices in public libraries. The 

most important criteria used for weeding is circulation, physical condition and accuracy of 

information. They find that librarians believe that weeding increases the use of books and 

patron gets satisfaction. 

  Basak (2014)
6
 endeavored to find that lack of time, psychology to keep a large 

collection are the two important reasons which makes library professionals reluctant to 

undertake the arduous task of weeding in spite of many underlying advantages. She also 

highlights the alternatives to weeding for making the non-use library materials to the useful 

one.  

Dubicki (2008)
7
 provide insights into the fears that librarians face while weeding 

academic collections and offers suggestions as how to build confidence among faculty to 

support weeding. 

 Objectives of the study:- 

The study has the following objectives: 

 To find the material that is old/ unused/mutilated/superseded and needs to be removed 

from the collection; 

 To make the collection active and live and to provide greater accessibility solutions to 

the users; 

 To create space for the new collection acquired by the library; and 

 To laid down a comprehensive procedure of weeding and provide a reference to 

other academic libraries. 
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Scope of the weeding:- 

The scope of the study is limited to the weeding of old/unused/mutilated/superseded 

books from Humanities and Social Sciences, Text book sections of the Library, BSM Basmat. 

Barriers to weeding:- 

There are various factors which hinder the process of weeding. Some of them are: 

i. Lack of time; 

ii. Lack of experienced staff; 

iii. Professional weariness and reluctance; 

iv. Demand for additional space if the shelves are packed; and 

v. The belief that the book may be needed in future and sacredness of books. 

Need of the weeding @ BSM Library, Basmat:- 

The need of weeding arises in the BSM Basmat library, due to             its several advantages. These 

are: 

i. Providing greater accessibility by removing the non-core collections; 

ii. Improve circulation and efficiency; 

iii. Saves the time of the users as well as of staff; 

iv. Keeps collection live and current; 

v. Makes library appealing and spacious; and 

vi. Removal of duplicate unused and obsolete collection. 

Criteria/Policy of Weeding @ BSM Library, Basmat:- 

Weeding is an important part of collection management. Different criteria for weeding 

the books have been given by different librarians. From the Selection and Acquisition of a 

book and then to its Cataloguing and Processing, a book moves to Circulation.In BSM, 

Basmat Local governing Body and Library Committee in its meeting has approved the 

guidelines recommended by five member sub-committee consisting of eminent faculties and 

librarian set-up for the weeding out of outdated and unused books. The following 

criteria/policy for identifying the publications to be weeded-out has been given by the sub- 

committee.  

Weeding based upon usage: Multiple copies of old textbooks which are not circulated for past 

ten years may be weeded out retaining 1 copy of each title. 

a) Criteria for reference books: Old editions of encyclopedia and other reference books may 

be weeded out especially if their older versions are available in electronic form. Similarly, 

print versions of standards may be weeded out if the library acquires them in electronic 

media. 

b) Weeding based upon appearance: Mutilated books that are beyond repair can be restored 
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by scanning them or in any other means available. 

Moreover, the Advisory Committee for Library in BSM Basmat recommended that weeding 

of old/obsolete/mutilated books should be done once in two years depending upon the 

aforesaid criteria. 

Practice of weeding @ library, BSM Basmat:- 

Each library has its own collection development and management policy. Based on collection 

development and management policy, the procedure to carry weeding out of library 

collections depends. Weeding out process was carried out for the books from Humanities and 

Social Sciences, Text book sections of the BSM Library, in the following way: 

Step 1: Identifying the Books to be weeded: Before initiating the process, books for 

weeding were identified from Humanities and Social Sciences, Text book sections based upon 

their usage and appearance. Copyright year and contents were also taken into account. One 

title of the each book having multiple copies from textbook sections was retained. 

Step 2: Deshelving: These books which were identified for weeding out were deshelved and 

kept at a separate place in the library. 

Step 3: Preparation of the list: Then the books were tagged and a list of 5728 books having 

their  bibliographical details was prepared. 

            

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 1: Screenshot showing the weeding out book list 
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Fig. 2: Screenshot showing the Governing Body Report 

Step 4: Entry in SOUL Software: After this, a new list of 5728 books was prepared and   the 

status of the books under weeding process was updated in the SOUL software (Library 

Management Software). In the Circulation module of SOUL, collection was updated and the 

reason proposed for withdrawal was provided. 

Fig. 3: Depicting the method to enter the status of proposed to be withdrawn in SOUL 

Software 

Step 5: Approval from Local Governing Body: Approval from local Governing Body was 

taken  in its meeting. 

Step 6: Financial Delegation of Powers: After that, approval from Director to write-off 5728 

weeded-out books was proposed under the delegation of powers. 

Step 7: First Disposal: After the approval of competent authority, these 5728 books were 

offered  to institute faculty, staff and students in token amount of Rs.10 for their disposal. The 

amount received was submitted to BSM Basmat account through challan in the bank. 

 

Fig. 4: Screenshot showing the application and Quotation regarding the disposal 
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Step 8: Pulping of the remaining books: After first disposal, these remaining books were so 

mutilated/damaged that they could not be even given to other institute. So, they were pulped 

by giving to the junk dealer. 

Step 9: Quotation from Junk Dealers: Quotation from junk dealers was called. The bidder 

quoted highest rates was given the books for pulping. Amount received from the junk dealer 

was also submitted in the same manner to the bank. 

Step 10: Write-off from Accession Register: List of these 5728 books for writing-off from 

the accession register and SOUL software was sent to the Acquisition and Technical 

Processing division. 

Step 11: Information to Accounts: Information to accounts section regarding the write-off 

of 5728 books was sent. 

Conclusion: 

         Weeding of library collection is an arduous task for the library community but to make 

collection healthy for the users, weeding is an indispensable activity. Weeding policy and 

practice at BSM Basmat    not only helps in keeping collecting dynamic but also helps in 

marketing of library product and there by provides sustainability. Presently, libraries are 

facing economic crunch. To reduce pressure and to provide innovative services to the users, 

thinning of collections is necessary. 
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