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Abstract: In library, it suggests to build the collection of diverse resources for differently 

abled users. Weeding of outdated materials is necessity in order to keep the library 

collection up to date for facilitating the users & easily locating the books of reader’s 

interest. The various strategies to weed out the outdated library resources & their 

significance are thoroughly discussed in present paper.  
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resource. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Introduction: 

The primary objective of the library media centers is to provide resources to enrich 

and to support the educational program of the School & Colleges. It promote meaningful 

resource-based and process-based activities and inquiry that will enable students to become 

―effective users of ideas and information‖ and responsible lifelong learners. Library resources 

are those materials, both printed and non-printed (e-materials) found in libraries, which 

support curricular and co-curricular knowledge, needful information for any library users. 

Printed items include books, magazines, newspapers, pamphlets, microfiche or microfilm, 

prints. Non-print (e-materials)   items include films, disc records (CD‘s & DVD‘s), filmstrips, 

slides, audiotapes, videotapes, PDF files, Video-Audio documentaries, computer software 

(Slote, 1975).  

The Concept of Weeding: 

 Weeding is the periodic and continual evaluation of library's resources with the goal 

of removing obsolete, damaged, and rarely used books. Weeding ensures that the library's 

materials are useful, attractive, and accessible to patrons. Every library's print collection is 

limited by the space available, and collections must change over time to reflect changes in the 

community and in the library's goals, ―Weeding‖ is the removal of materials that are judged 

by professional librarians to be in poor physical condition or to have become inaccurate due 

to changes in knowledge (Baker, 2003). Like all collection development processes, weeding 

should be covered by the library's collection development policy. Indeed, because weeding 

has the potential for being controversial, it is especially important for this process to be 

covered in the policy. The policy should clearly explain the purpose of weeding and explain 

in some detail why it is necessary. It should also explain the criteria that are used in choosing 
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materials to be weeded, the process for weeding, which is responsible for carrying out the 

process, and how weeded materials are disposed( Uma & Suseela, 2013). 

Need of weeding of library material: 

For useful, attractive, and accessible to patron‘s library/media center materials is 

necessary as a means of maintaining a useful and active collection. As new materials are 

selected and added, some older materials should withdraw. The responsibility for determining 

which materials are to be withdrawn rests with the professional staff.  

The reasons for withdrawing an item are the following:  

 Due to curricular changes: the text & reference books formerly used but no longer in 

demand. 

 Some materials contain factual material that is no longer accurate nor current.  

 Some materials intended for recreational reading have become dated or unattractive 

and are no longer in demand (Some such books, which are deemed ―standards‖ or 

―classics‖, will be retained even though they rarely circulate).  

 Some materials have become worn out, damaged or physically deteriorated and have 

lost utility and/or appeal.  

 Some materials have been superseded by newer items, which present the same 

information, but in superior format.  

Strategies implemented for weeding library material:  

Overcrowded shelves and worn-out material can make a library feel cluttered and can 

sometimes be damaging to materials. The library is up-to-date and inviting, and they will 

have a much easier time browsing shelves. When possible, most guides agree that shelves 

should be no more that 75% full with hard-to-reach areas like top and bottom shelves kept 

empty. Library users depend on their libraries to give them relevant data in their nonfiction 

and reference sections especially. Outdated materials in specific subjects are no longer 

helpful keeps a library‘s reputability in good standing (Delevko & Gottlieb, 2003). 

Withdrawn library/media center materials are processed in one or more of the 

following ways:  

 Made available to be used as resource or supplementary material by teachers.  

 Offered to other media centers in the District, as it is possible that a material, which 

lacks utility in one building, may have some usefulness in another.  

 Contributed to appropriate charitable or educational agencies.  

 Discarded, when warranted.  

 Continuing evaluation is closely related to the goals and responsibilities of 

library/media centers and is a valuable tool of collection development.  

 This procedure is not to be used as a convenient or expedient means to remove 

materials presumed to be controversial or likely to be disapproved by segments of the 

community. 
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 Materials are not to be proscribed or removed because of actual or potential partisan 

or doctrinal disapproval, nor because of the origin, background or views of those 

contributing to their creation. 

What to do with Weeded Books 

Weeding the books is might be emotionally tedious task and it may be difficult to 

weed out.  A major problem folks have is that the good books are going to end up in the 

dumpster. This does not have to be the case! Carefully consider each book to decide where its 

next phase of life will be. You may consider having a book sale to develop funds for new 

books or donating to a good cause. Some institutions repurpose their deaccessioned materials, 

and others even use them to give new life to a tired book. Only the most damaged books 

should be candidates for complete removal (Paul Duckworth, 2017).  

How to Weed : 

Books are vital to our community ―We‘re making room for the new books that people 

want. We focus on keeping them up-to-date, useful, and appealing. Ideally, weeding should 

be an everyday part of running a library. Being done all at once not only puts strain on staff 

but troubles patrons to see large amounts of books being ―thrown away.‖ Consider training 

staff and volunteers to keep a constant eye out for damaged materials as well as running 

usage reports on a consistent basis to review what‘s not being used. Setting a schedule 

throughout the year to hunker down and focus on certain sections also makes the process 

easier (Ogbedor, 2011). 

However, there are sometimes situations where a large weeding project. Perhaps your 

library is reorganizing its layout or moving into a new space. Or maybe the shelves have 

simply grown too overcrowded and it‘s time to make some room. Weeding does not end with 

a book being taken off the shelf. You will still need someone to remove it from your library, 

someone to order a replacement copy if necessary, and someone to take care of getting the 

weeded book to its new home.  

The changing nature of the academic library has seen more users relying more and 

more on electronic resources. In fact the increasing availability of certain types of 

information in non-print form, the continuing rise in the price of books and especially, 

periodicals, and the general pressure on library budgets raises complex issues of stock 

collection and management. To worsen matters stock and space have become key issues for 

many libraries, such that pressure on especially space is reaching critical levels. Managing 

space in an academic library is an issue that needs to be critically looked at in many 

universities as student numbers and stock greatly increase. It has therefore become essential 

that older, less used material is moved to allow space for the newer material on the open 

shelves. All types of libraries must at some point remove older, irrelevant, or infrequently 

used materials to make space for new acquisitions. This process is sometimes referred to as 

weeding the collection. According to Mix (2010), increasingly, libraries face challenges 

related to physical space needs, not only within the main library, but also in remote or 

auxiliary locations for housing library materials. In many cases, there is little or no financial 
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support for expanding buildings. Often, the only choice involved in reducing collections is 

weeding But Dubicki (2008) indicates that in spite of the the process of weeding and its 

aftermath 

 Although no written policy exists to help in weeding, the weeding is normally carried 

out by library assistants who are supervised by a professional librarian to make sure weeded 

materials are indeed not needed in the library. Responsibility for weeding According to 

Larson (2008), one frequently asked question is, should weeding be done only by the head 

librarian, or may it properly be delegated to other staff? A good rule of thumb is if staff is not 

taking part in selection of materials, then they should not make a final weeding decision. The 

primary responsibility in any library must be the purview of staff members who can consider 

the collection and the library needs from both a broad and long-range perspective. It is very 

important in the weeding process to assign the weeding task to qualified staff to handle. 

Majority of respondents indicated that weeding is normally done by junior staff. Ideally, the 

person who determines what will be weeded should be the same person responsible for 

collection development in a given area of reference (Ogbedor, 2011). 

Significance/ importance of weeding library material: 

The weeding of library material is necessary & significant to library management and 

it is an essential element of collection & development that ensures the library‘s materials are 

useful and accessible. Weeding of library material enable library to update the collection with 

useful fresh stock and make it visible to their users. If our library is filled with non-useful 

items, the useful ones are no longer accessible because they're buried.  If our library is filled 

with useful items, they will be obviously accessible. 

When someone is faced with the "threat" of having a book removed, the reaction is 

often emotional.  People can have a very hard time letting go of a book.  They want to hold 

on to them for their beauty, sentimentality, or "just in case" someone might want it someday. 

However, our collection is designed to serve our students in this specific school and 

community. These outdated and unused books are incurring heavy costs to library and slow 

down or even obstructing the workflow of library management in many ways. There is no 

adequate space available in the library with no additional funds for extension of building to 

accommodate ever growing collection. Hence, in present paper, some criteria and methods 

for evaluating the collection are discus so that unused material in the library can be identified 

and weeded out. Occasional weeding of library material enable library to update the 

collection with useful fresh stock and make it visible to their users (Suseela, 2013). As such 

there are no prevailing standards or procedures for weeding out the unused books. Weeding 

cannot be done as one time measure; it should be a continuous process. The unused and 

mutilated items are to be accumulated for discarding as per the policies framed according to 

the recommendations of the committee. National Knowledge Commission has suggested that 

library collection should be dynamic remains relevant to the user communities. It also 

mentions that except in the case of national repositories, the weeding out of books should be 

a regular process and should evolve a weeding out policy, approved by the competent 

authority (Slote, 1975). Every library thus should form their own policy for weeding out the 
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materials in consultation with the subject experts and document it so that it will form as a 

guiding policy for future operations. 
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