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Abstract:  In this paper the author has elaborately described the current status and the 

hesitation to go for weeding out of library collection in LRPD ASCCR Central Library. 
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Introduction: 

Lonkete Ramdas Patil Dhumal Arts, Science & Commerce College Central Library, 

Rahuri is set up in July 1978. It caters the need of Senior and Junior College students 

together.  Separate two floor library building is spacious, measuring over 6400 sq. ft. with 

reading hall having seating capacity of 150 students. The library has well balanced collection 

of printed as well as digital documents. Presently, the library has total documents collection 

of comprising 57800 books, 64 periodicals including national & international print journals, 

essential 15 newspapers and few CDs and cassettes.  

Objectives: 

 To check currently active and usable collection 

 To create more free space for new collection 

 To provide better access to library collection 

 To suggest recommendations to solve space problem in library 

Scope and Limitations of the study: 

The study is limited only to the weeding policy of LRPD ASC College Central 

Library as it is posing a serious problem to the collection development and available space in 

the library. 

Methodology:  

Descriptive Research methodology is used with interview and observation techniques.  

Review of Literature: 

Various research papers are under taken by the researcher to find out the solution to 

hesitation related with weeding out library collection. S Juskiewicz, BH Garlish (2013)
1
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discussed importance of collaboration with faculty to overcome the hesitation associated with 

weeding and ultimately creating useful collection for end users.  

Giving reference of other scholars Cooper, D., & Rieger, O. Y. (2018)
2
 puts the 

review about idiosyncratic and opportunistic approaches of various researchers. Some 

researchers hold on documents not intentionally but out of habit or uncertainty and the 

mentality of ―you‘ll never know when you‘ll need it‖ and hesitate to weed their collections 

resulting piling up the documents.  

Runyon, A. M. (2009)
3
 in his research article elaborately explains the effect of 

financial crisis and electronic resources on print collection in traditional law libraries. He 

further mentions the high level of dissatisfaction noticed among users due to lack of 

collection renewal and unavailability of current e-resources. 

Hull, A. (2022)
4
 talks about responsible weeding out policies for removal of 

problematic works as censorship. He further discusses about the Conscientiousness and the 

rights given to collection developer to decide what to keep and what to withdraw. Goergen-

Doll, K., Rathmel, A., & Lars, L. (2017)
5 

points out the possible threat to the availability of 

certain materials in their original formats.  

Need for Weeding of collection: 

Why to weed out? 

Generally, withdrawal from the collection is done to make space for new updated 

documents, to provide a more relevant, more up-to-date collection, to make the library easier 

for patrons and staff to use, to provide reliable information. 

What to weed out? 

Physically worn out books, Lost Documents, Untraceable documents, Multiple 

copies, Non circulated books, Out dated reference Collection, Journals/ Periodicals which are 

of no current value or available in digital form, Ephemeral material such as news 

papers/magazines/brochures etc., Non-Print Material like CD‘s/ DVD‘s which are obsolete, 

etc. may be withdrawn from the collection. 

Books Withdrawal Policies: 

Here are some recommendation from experts, U.G.C. and government. 

1. Dr S R Ranganathan in his book ―School and College Libraries ― states that missing 

of one volume for every 2000 students in open access is expected.  

2. As per the U G C report 1965, on ―university and college libraries ―pg 49 mentions 

that Inevitable loss : after every 500 volumes collection one volume loss is evitable.  

3. According to G R by Government of Maharashtra No. 108/Pra.K.30 vinimay Mumbai 

32 dated 2nd December 1991 clearly stated that three members committee should be 

formed to decide the books which are to be withdrawn.  

4. India government Finance ministry „s circular No. F 23(7) E H (A)/83 dated 

07/02/1984 clearly stated that ―Loss of three volumes per thousand volumes 

issued/consulted in a year may be taken as reasonable provided such loss cannot be 

attributed to dishonesty on negligence on the part of librarian.  
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5. University Grants Commission in 1957 under chairmanship of Dr S R Ranganathan 

constituted a committee and following principles should be adopted while weeding 

out books  

a. Generally speaking pedestrian books (text books and books without permanent value) 

may be weeded out once in five year.  

b. Books work out by use beyond repair may be weeded out once a year.  

c. Reference books which are quite out of date and whose latest editions are available in 

market may be weeded out one five year or ten years. 
6
 

Procedure for Weeding out of Material: 

Step 1- Documents which are torn, missing for long time, irrelevant or of less important are 

identified.  

Step 2- All registered details / accession register entries of such documents are subject wise 

sorted out mentioning the total price of these documents. 

Step 3- All above details are submitted to Library Committee, authority / management along 

with proofs of weeding out policy recommended by experts, University, U.G.C., Government 

GR etc. 

Step 4- Get the proper written approval from management for withdrawal of books through 

General meeting.  

Steps 5- After getting that approval follow the instruction given by authority for the disposal 

of the withdrawn documents. For instance, sell for scrap or donate the same to other libraries, 

etc.    

Step 6- Remark mentioning the reason for withdrawal is written after every weeded out 

accession register entry.  Such entries will not be counted in total collection hereafter. 

Separate note mentioning the total number of withdrawn documents will be attached 

wherever needed.   

Data Collection: 

It is observed that LRPD ASCCR Central Library has physically not withdrawn a 

single book till date since its establishment in 1978. Unused books are packed in bags and 

kept aside due to lack of space in the library. Total 57800 books are registered in Library 

Book Accession Register out of those 25394 books are removed from stack room due to 

various reasons like books out of syllabus, Not traced for many years, Donated to other 

Library etc. Only last five years collection of journals is kept in library. Other old periodicals 

and journals are withdrawn after regular intervals. There are total 137 CD‘s & DVD‘s 50+ 

audio video cassettes which are rarely used. Users have open access to all books in the library 

and are using N-List consortium and other databases well and good.   

Analysis and Discussion: 

It has been found that out of 57800 books only 32406 are on stacks for use i.e. only 

56% collection is usable and 44% collection of the library is not available for users. This 

remaining 44% collection comprises outdated books, books not returned by students, books 

donated to other libraries etc. following screenshot displays the various reasons for 

withdrawal.  
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Image showing reasons of withdrawal 

Even after changing the online status of unused books Library couldn‘t go for 

physical removal or withdrawal of the same due to hesitation and number of doubts in mind. 

Withdrawal of unused collection was expected gradually for over last 44 years. If books are 

withdrawn now then how will it affect reports submitted to various committees? Does 

management allow the permission for the same? These doubts need to be addressed properly. 

Recommendations: 

1. Though the outdated collection is more in LRPD ASCC Central Library, it should go 

for weeding out procedure as per rules and policies given by U.G.C. and other expert 

bodies.  

2. Librarian should convince the authority to go for weeding such outdated collection. 

He should put forth the recommendations from experts, U.G.C. and government plus 

the examples of other libraries which have already done the same. 

3. Internal written withdrawn policy should be framed and followed hereafter. 

4. Library should develop its own digital repository where it can store all possible 

optional e-resources abiding the copyright rules. It will help make available more 

space for new documents.  

Conclusion: 

Weeding out of library collection is an essential activity and it should be done after 

regular intervals. It is said that, ‗hesitation will get you nowhere‘. So, taking initiative and 

following the legal recommendations librarian should convince the authority to go for it. If 

done periodically it will help reduce maintenance cost and increase the quality of the service. 

Regarding the subscription and maintenance of e-resources library should frame separate 

policy.   
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