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Abstract: Regardless of the type of institution, collection maintenance and weeding are
important components of a library’s collection management system and are often related to
the goals and mission of the organization. Regardless of format, an optimal library collection
is one that is reviewed on a consistent basis for accuracy, currency, usage, diversity, and
subject area gaps.
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Introduction:-

Weeding is a daunting task for librarians. The amount of recorded knowledge is
growing at a fast pace. Librarians being custodians of books/knowledge try to tend the library
alive like a garden. They act similarly as a gardener and try to weed the unnecessary
collection of books. Weeding the library collections is a continuous process and always
regarded as important part of collection development policy and in turn of collection
management process. Weeding not only saves the space but also keep the collection lively
and healthy for its users. It also saves the time of the users by providing greater accessibility
to the collection. The weeding has the implications to both the fourth and fifth law of library
science given by Dr. S.R. Ranganathan.

Weeding is also known as ‘Deselect ion’/ ‘Collection renewal’/ ‘Collection
reevaluation’. Harrod’s Librarian Glossary and Reference Book defines weeding as,
“discarding from stock, books which are considered to be of no further use.”

Weeding the Printed Collections in Libraries: Policy and Practice
Objectives of the study : The study has the following objectives:

i.  To find the material that is old/ unused/mutilated/superseded and needs to be removed
from the collection;

ii.  To make the collection active and live and to provide greater accessibility solutions to
the users;

iii.  To create space for the new collection acquired by the library; and
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iv.

To laid down a comprehensive procedure of weeding and provide a reference to other
academic libraries.

Barriers to weeding

There are various factors which hinder the process of weeding. Some of them are:

iii.
iv.

V.

Lack of time;

Lack of experienced staff;

Professional weariness and reluctance;

Demand for additional space if the shelves are packed; and

The belief that the book may be needed in future and sacredness of books.

Library weeding policy

Limestone Library Weeding Policy The library’s primary mission is to meet current student
research needs. Therefore, the Library attempts to provide a collection designed for active use
by our students and the campus community. Accomplishing this goal requires a weeding
(deselect ion) policy with specific guidelines. Before being discarded, each item is reviewed
by the appropriate staff member based upon professional judgment and knowledge of the
collection and curriculum. Librarians may, at times, look to faculty members for their
recommendations.

General weeding criteria

1.

o gk w

Superseded editions not containing unique information, data, or providing a historical
reference not available in the most current edition.

Titles unused within a reasonable span of time based on subject and scope of the work
except for items considered standard editions or classics.

Duplicate titles unless a proven demand exists for multiple copies.

Materials that do not support the current college curriculum.

Items in poor condition that are beyond reasonable preservation efforts.

Electronic books (eBooks) allow users to have instant access to materials at any time
from nearly any location. Currently, there are several avenues to obtaining eBooks for
libraries. Most often, libraries purchase them through subscription services where
they can obtain large collections of materials according to subject matter. The
subscription services regularly update the electronic materials as well as provide files
to delete obsolete or subsumed virtual holdings. E-book weeding practices hinge on
the purchasing model used to acquire e-materials. If e-books are purchased in bundles
from a vendor, titles may reside in the vendor’s catalog rather than on the library’s
server.

Weeding of electronic resources is continual using the following criteria.

a. Link is no longer available or maintained.
b. Currency or reliability of the resource’s information has lost value.
C. Another source offers more comprehensive coverage.
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Conclusion :

Weeding of library collection is an arduous task for the library community but to
make collection healthy for the users, weeding is an indispensable activity. Weeding policy
and practice at IIT Delhi not only helps in keeping collecting dynamic but also help in
marketing of library products and thereby provides sustainability. Presently, libraries are
facing economic crunch. To reduce pressure and to provide innovative services to the users,
thinning of collections is necessary.
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