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Abstract: This paper focuses on what weeding means. How can library design their weeding 

policies and by which way library should implement weeding policy. This paper also 

highlight on the need of weeding reading materials for healthy library collections. Librarian 

should prepare suitable weeding policy for and he also reviews his weeding policy after 

regular intervals. Which type of reading materials librarian have to weed , what barriers are 

occurred for this all these things are discussed in this paper.  
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Introduction : 

S.R. Rangnathan‘s Fifth law of library science states that ―Library is growing 

organism‖ as growth in library collections and resources. It is natural that library organization 

must accommodate growth in staff, physical collection, staff etc. Librarian is the caretaker of 

library therefore, it is duty of librarian to maintain the  library collection, manage this 

collection by adding new books, journals and also weeding out the old books, journals etc. 

Weeding the library collection is regular process and part of collection development policy. 

Weeding procedure not only makes the collection lively but also saves the space of library 

and helps librarian to keep up-to-date library resources. 

Weeding out policy is established by libraries to weeding out of unwanted stock of the 

libraries and maintains the stock quality. A proper weeding policy is requires because of 

condition of stock, inadequate replacement and change in demand of users and changes in 

objectives of the users‘ population. Collection development in any library should include the 

process of stock revision and weeding. Weeding has to take care of balancing among buying, 

borrowing and available space. The collection development policy guides weeding decisions, 

in keeping with the library‘s mission to collect, organize and provide accesss to information 

resources. 

According to Harrood‘s Librarian Glossary and Reference Book, ―Weeding means 

discarding from stock, books which considered to be of no further use of books.‖ 

Objectives : 

 To find out the proper weeding out policy by which concerned reading materials 

needs to be removed. 
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 To find out the ways to keep Library collection up-to –date and live to fulfilling S. R. 

Rangnathan five laws. 

 To find out the way of creating space for the new collection among library by 

implementing proper weeding out policy. 

 To Follow the standard procedure for weeding out Library collection & provide a 

reference to the other libraries. 

Need for weeding the Library Materials. 

 To make Library Collection up-to date and more appealing. 

 To make new shelve space for new reading materials. 

 To follow the fourth & fifth law of Library science and save the time of user. 

 To avoid false and dangerous information.(Outdated materials in some subjects such 

as medicine, law, taxes is useless and dangerous). 

 To make library use easier for user and staff. 

What we can weed? 

Library advisory committee has to decide some proper policy to decide what we have 

to weed, which criteria is to be applied for selecting reading materials for weeding. Following 

items or criteria one can apply for selecting reading materials for weeding- 

 Physical Condition of Books: - Books that beyond repairs, Books with pages missing, 

Books with poor binding, Inappropriate in reading level. 

 Reading Materials which are not circulated from many times. It shows that user is not 

interested in those particular books. 

 Various duplicate copies of books which rarely used. 

 Poor quality of Series books. 

 Reading materials which are out of date information. 

 Content of books - means check that content of books fulfill the required curriculum. 

 Books which are superseded by new information. 

 Reading materials with outdated format, design, graphics and illustrations. 

 Reading materials containing information which is inaccessible because they lack a 

table of contents, adequate indexing and searching capabilities. 

 Materials in obsolete formats may be weed if the content is available elsewhere. 

 Journals/Magazines, Newspapers these items can be weed after specific period. 

 In the field of science & technology the development has so fast that the book 

published twenty or thirty years ago become outdated. Such weeded books replaced 

by recent edition of books. 

 Reference books such a yearbook, annual, Handbook which are published periodically 

have to replace by new edition & weeded out the old books. 

Beside above criteria LAC of library can decide himself about weeding of reading 

materials. While weeding out the reading materials Librarians must have to consider some 

important things such as that The Library will not weed reading materials that are considered 
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unique, Classics and award winners reading materials, Items from standard collection which 

are out of print but still have utility in the collection, Reading materials of regional interest. 

Procedure for weeding the reading materials 

Librarian should have to develop some guideline with the help of LAC, professional 

institutions or by taking advice of affiliated universities. Librarian and staff of library can 

easily accessed the usefulness of reading materials from day to day shelving, circulation and 

stock verification process. Reading materials for weeding are choose from library collection 

according to above mentioned criteria. Library staff makes list of such reading materials. This 

list will be sanctioned by Library advisory committee anonymously. A proper withdraw 

register is maintain for such activity. Reading materials which we have to weed must be 

entered in this withdraw register. These reading materials will also removed from library 

catalogue records. If Library uses any software then it will also permanently removed from 

that software. Weeding should be an everyday part of running a library. It is not only difficult 

for library staff to done weeding at once but troubles users to see large amounts of books 

being thrown away. Final responsibility for weeding materials from the library‘s collection 

rests with the library advisory committee. Librarian also encourages the teaching staff to 

work with and provide feedback to library personnel to identify materials to weed. Library 

can sale the weeded newspaper. If the reading materials in good condition but weeding out 

due to some reason then library can donate it to some other libraries which are not in a 

position to purchase such costly books. 

Barriers for implementing weeding out policy   

Following some views can be act as a barrier of implementing proper weeding policy- 

 Difficulties in discriminating unused reading materials. 

 Librarian sense of assigning importance and his attachment about these reading 

materials. 

 To prepare suitable criteria for weeding the reading materials. 

 Librarian also have some threads that how the reading material which are weeding out 

which are purchased by incurring heavy expenditure. 

 Lack of time from daily library activity to sort out these reading materials. 

Every library should have to prepare suitable criteria for weeding out reading 

materials. Some Universities also decide policies for weeding out reading materials and also 

give direction to affiliating college about implanting these policies. Permanently removing 

reading materials from the library makes the collection healthy and viability. Weeding policy 

increases the collections‘ usefulness and ensures that they support the research requirements 

of users. Collection development policy guides weeding decisions and also helps to fulfill the 

library goals. 

Conclusion : 

From above details we can say that there are no specific standard policies or 

procedure of weeding out unnecessary reading materials. Every library should prepare their 
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own policy for weeding out reading materials. Weeding guideline will be criticised or 

reviewed after some fixed interval by the librarian with the help of library advisory 

committee. Library can take help of subject experts about developing this weeding policy. A 

special weeding section can also be created for this. Proper selection of reading materials 

(fulfilling with user need) by library can also reduce the percentage of weeding out of total 

library collections. Weeding out library materials is an important activity for effective use of 

library collection. It makes library collection more appealing. Since library is growing 

organism nowadays many library faces economical & space problem. To reduce such 

problem & to provide best services to the user implementing weeding out policies is very 

essential. Weeding policy may be different according to their collection development 

policies. Weeding policies involves various factors in making final decisions because it 

reshapes library collections. Weeding policy must be implemented flexibly to deal with 

different areas of library collections. Hence librarian must have to consider all the factors 

affecting library collections & library activity. 

References:- 

 Mukherjee, B.B.(1973). Preservation of Library Materials, Archives and 

Documents(1
st
 ed.).The world press pvt. Ltd. 

 Kulkarni, V.V.(1970). Granthalayin Vyavsthechi Ruprekha.(2
nd

.ed.).Popular 

Prakashan. 

 Basak(A). Weeding: Its importance, IASLIC.59,2;2014;67-72 

 Dubicki(E). Weeding: facing the fears. Collection Building.27,4;2008132-135. 

 Vara Lakshmi, R.S.R.(2003), Measurment of college Library performance: an 

evaluative study with standards. International Information & Library Review.35.P.19-

37. 

 http:// lili.org/forlibs/ce/able/course4/05criteria.htm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


