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Abstract: This paper is a case study and practices followed to weed out library materials 

from the stock of libraries in the Rayat Shikshan Sanstha’s 41 colleges. This paper also 

highlights the reason, barriers, and benefits of weed out library materials. It also emphasizes 

the need to develop collection development and weed out of library material policy for 41 

college libraries of Rayat Shikshan Sanstha. This will help to keep the collection up-to-date, 

current, and live.  
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Introduction:  

 The main objective of weed out library material is to increase the accessibility and 

effectiveness of library stock. The library collection is growing every day and occupies a 

huge space. It is the duty of the Librarian and library staff to weed out library materials that 

are old/damaged/obsolete /unused collection/ out of syllabus textbooks etc. The weed out of 

library material is a continuous process and is regarded as an important part of collection 

development policy. The wedding saves space and also helps to keep the collection lively and 

healthy for its users. The wedding is the process of removing or withdrawing items from the 

library collection. It involves the planned removal and disposal of outdated, unused, and 

unwanted materials. The aim is to ensure library stock stays relevant and attractive.  

Definition of Weeding :  

Harrod‘s Librarian Glossary and Reference Book defines wedding as, ―discarding 

from stock, books which are considered to be of no further use‖.  

Policy for weeding out of library Materials:  

As per the CREW method (Continuous Review Evaluation and Weeding) following 

are the criteria for developing a policy for the weeding of library materials; 
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M: Misleading, factually inaccurate. 

U: Ugly, worn beyond repairing 

S: Superseded, by a new edition / a much better book on the subject 

T: Trivial, of no discernible literary or scientific merit 

I: Irrelevant to the needs and interests of the users  

E: Elsewhere, the material is easily obtainable from another library 

Methodology for Research:  

The observation and practical use of the procedure in the institution in various 

colleges by the researcher.  

Libraries -  Rayat Shikshan Sanstha :  

 The Rayat Shikshan Sanstha is one of the leading educational Institution in Asia . Its 

founder father was Karmaveer Dr Bhaurao Patil. The head quarter of the institution is at 

Satara , state Maharashtra , India . It‘s have 41 colleges .  The library is the soul of every 

college. The books in the Library enrich the depth of the knowledge of the students. With this 

view, every library in the Sanstha‘s Colleges is looked after so that it should have the 

variegated books. Keeping in view the demand and need for the books recorded by the 

students, the books are made available to the libraries of the Sanstha. These include fiction, 

textbooks, reference books, periodical, and internet facilities. At present, 15,38, 349 books 

are available in the 41 Colleges run by the Sanstha. The institution is having a procedure for 

the withdrawal of library material in a systematic way but it needs to develop a collection 

development policy along with weed out of library items guidelines for enhancing the 

collection concrete and up to date.  

Review of Literature on Weed out of Library Material:  

 For literature, various articles e-resources, and websites are referred to from 1985 to 

still today. The value of a wedding lies primarily in developing a quality collection by 

eliminating out-of-date information that is potentially misleading and, in areas such as 

medicine, even dangerous. Factors supporting the development of a weeding program may 

include redundancy in the collection, shifts in goals and emphases of the institution, physical 

deterioration of materials, obsolescence of materials, and the need for space. Matters such as 

cost, politics, availability of storage, or cooperative agreements should be considered in 

determining the appropriate weeding strategy (Stueart, 1985). To keep collection accurate, 

current, and accessible, a written collection development policy provided the theoretical 

support for the decision-making that occurred. The benefits of the weeding program extended 

beyond the obvious reduction of outdated or unused material.(Joswick & Stierman, 

1994). The Size of the collections does matter but freshness also matters. This confirms the 

importance of weeding resources from the library. (Jones Library Manager Great, 2007). It 

states that weeding helps in ensuring a quality library collection. . The weeding library 

collection is an integral part of the library‘s collection development and maintenance. It helps 

to ensure a current, useful collection. It can be a difficult, even painful process for some but 
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the weeding process is respectful to the library‘s mission and its services to the 

public (Muthu, 2013).   

Reasons to weed out Library Material:  

 To maintain a current, adequate and useful collection. 

 To make the best use of space 

 To improve the appearance, appeal, and brows-ability of the collection. 

 To check for materials that need repair or replacement. 

 To get feedback on the collections‘ strengths and weaknesses. 

 Removal of duplicate unused and obsolete collections.  

Barriers in weed out process of the Library Materials : 

 Lack of time  

 Lack of experienced staff. 

 Professional awareness and reluctance-demand for additional space if the shelves are 

packed, and  

 The belief that the book may be needed in the future and the sacredness of books.  

Benefits of weed out of library Materials:  

 To save space. 

 To save the time of staff and readers. 

 To make the collection more appealing. 

 To enhance the reputation of the library. 

 To keep up with collection needs.  

 To get constant feedback on the collection‘s strengths and weaknesses.  

Weeding of Library Materials Practice in the  Rayat Shikshan Sanstha’s Libraries: 

 The Rayat Shikshan Sanstha‘s libraries do the weeding out of library materials 

regularly on a concrete basis every year. The following are steps taken for weeding out of 

library material in general;  

1) Identifying the books to be weeded out: Mostly out-of-syllabus textbooks, and torn, 

mutilated books are identified for the wedding.   

2) D shelving and organization of Library Material order: Out of syllabus textbooks, torn 

& mutilated books are taken out from the shelves and kept in a separate place. These library 

materials are organized as per the Accession Register in Ascending order.  

3) Preparation of the List As per format: The institution has already developed a format 

for withdrawing materials from the stock of the college. This will be prepared manually or 

using the computer. One original and three multiple copies are prepared Singed by the 



LIBRARY SCHOLAR 
International Peer-Reviewed Journal of Library Science 

Published in Collaboration With                                                                               
Yeshwant Mahavidyalaya, Nanded & ICSSR, WRC, Mumbai                                                

www.researchhub.org.in/library-scholar   !!    Email : libraryscholar21@gmail.com 

4 

 

Volume           : 2 (2022) 
Special Issue: 1 (November) 

ISSN 

2583-2549 

librarian and head of the institution / Principal. ( The format is enclosed for Reference / 

List of books to weed out )  

4) Approval in CDC for List of Library Material to be weed out: In CDC Meeting all 

these yet-to-be-withdrawn material lists are kept for pursuit and recommendation. In the CDC 

meeting sanction has to be done. A cover letter along with three copies of the withdrawal 

Material list is sent to the institute for further procedure.  

5) Checking the list of Library Materials to be weed out by Institution Auditor: The 

internal auditor team usually visited the college twice a year. At the time of their visit, they 

brought all the list received from the colleges. The team member verifies the items as per the 

guidelines.  

6) The final report of the Institution Auditor Send to Executive Committee: They check 

each list and items systematically and they re-command the executive committee for action to 

be taken.  

7) Approval of the Executive Committee: The executive committee of the institution in 

their meeting sanctioned the withdrawal of materials. The letter will be issued with meeting 

No. & date.  

8) The CDC approves & the executive Committee decision of the institution: The CDC 

will finally execute the decision of the EC. And allow the librarian to withdraw the library 

materials as per the list from the dead stock / Library Accession Register.  

9) Information to Account Section: The account section of a college does necessarily steps 

as per the executive committee decision and deduct the value of library material in the 

present date.  

10) Write-off from Accession Register: As per the Institution, the order Library takes write-

off remarks in the library accession register by quoting Sanction Order No. & date in front of 

Library Accession No in remark columns. The note is also taken in the library software.  

11) The Library material disposal: The weed-out library materials will be sold to Students, 

and faculty, hand over to the department library if they are found suitable for them, a 

donation to some other institution, or sale to pulp/junk dealer through the following proper 

procedure of quotations and their sanction by purchasing committee. As per weight, the 

amount received from the dealer is deposited in the college account by following committee 

remarks.  
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Screen Shot of List of books to Weed out  - I 

 

  Screen Shot  List of books to Weed out - II 

 

Conclusion :  

 The wedding of the library material is an integral and vital activity for an institution. 

This is a beneficial activity for creating space, saving the time of readers and staff, to make 

the collection more appealing, accurate, current, and accessible. The Rayat Shikshan Sanstha 

is having a procedure for weeding out library materials, but it needs to develop a written 

policy regarding collection development and weeding of library materials periodically. The 

CREW Method of weeding out library materials is one of the best reference sources for 

framing the weeding out policy for any institution. 
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