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Abstract: weeding out books is one of the activities of library. The books or reading material 

which are no longer is in use needs to be kept out from main collection. To ascertain the use 

of book by user, library should undertake the program of content analysis of library stock 

regularly; this article tries to focus the process of weeding-out using content analysis of 

library stock or collection 
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Introduction: 

The term Content analysis clearly denotes that it is an act of systematic study of 

entities or contents. Dictionary meaning of content analysis is A systematic analysis of the 

content rather than the structure of a communication, such as a written work, speech, or film, 

including the study of thematic and symbolic elements to determine the objective or meaning 

of the communication. Although the term is specifically applied to analyze to written work of 

speech, film etc to find out the object or meaning of communication, But If we widen the 

scope and space of study i.e. consider library as a single written work and its collection is its 

content. 

Libraries are the social Medias of communication; libraries keep on communicating 

the knowledge through the collection i.e. content. For proper communication its contents 

must be maintained properly. Collection maintenance includes regular revision or over view 

about what is available, what is not available and what is out dated.  

Collection maintenance and Weeding-out 

Collection maintenance and weeding are mostly required components of a library‘s 

collection management system. It is strictly connected to the aims and objectives of the 

library. Irrespective of nature of library, healthier library collection is one that is verified on a 

consistent basis for precision, prevalence, practice, variety, and subject area gaps. While 

evaluating print or another tangible medium, collection maintenance includes the continual 

care of the material, including accurate and efficient shelving (and re-shelving), shelf-

reading, shifting, and cleaning. With digital materials, collection maintenance includes 
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consideration of continued sufficient coverage of databases or other electronic reference 

sources, checking for dead or broken links and evaluating these links for accuracy, currency, 

and relevancy. 

Weeding or the de-selection of library books is a critical task. Main object of 

collection maintenance involves the removal of resources from the collection. All material 

are considered for weeding based on accuracy, currency, and relevancy. Space limitations, 

edition, format, physical condition, and number of copies are considered while evaluating 

physical material. Weeding is essential to the collection development process, it should not 

be used as a de-selection tool for controversial materials. Note: Step-by-step guidelines on 

weeding and removal procedures are not typically found in a policy but in a procedural 

manual. There are many weeding resources available online to provide guidance to library 

staff 

Obsolescence of Literature : 

 The term obsolescence frequently occurs in the literature of bibliometrics and citation 

analysis studies. Analysis of citations by the age of cited documents indicates the useful life 

of documents. Obsolescence is defined as the ―decline over time invalidity or utility of 

information (Line & Sandison). In present context author is also of the view that 

obsolescence of literature is also observed in library collection. A book/s purchased or added 

in the collection initially it is used by users frequently but as and when it crosses certain 

period its use is declined, there we need to think on weeding out such collection.  

Collection Analysis of Library: 

Dr. Rangnathans fifth law is Library is a growing organism. Library grows in all 

directions. Mainly it grows in collection. Continuous growth in collection brings down the 

use of old collection it causes some obstacles in quality library services. Therefore, some 

measures are required to purify library collection. To save the time of reader age old or out 

dated collection must be sorted out and weed it out. It also helps in accommodating new 

resources, which users find useful. To sort out the inactive collection periodic analysis of use 

of library collection is required to be conducted.   

Stock verification Vs Stock/collection Analysis: 

Stock Verification is the physical counting of stock. Where counting is not possible, 

measuring or weighing is done. The results of such physical checking are systematically 

recorded. Library books or reading material is considered as a stock of library, each 

document stored in the library and allocated accession number is physically verified in stock 

verification. Whereas, in stock analysis books or reading material is physically consulted for 

its usability. Stock verification helps in finding out the loss of books whereas; stock analysis 

helps in finding out use of stock/books by readers. Stock analysis helps librarians to gain an 

insight into the cost benefit of library collection, stock utility. It involves studying the past 

and present trend in use of collection and creating a methodology to choose proper stocks for 
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fulfilling users need. Stock analysis also includes the identification of ways of retaining and 

discarding or weeding-out from the collection.  

A.R. Dykes Library suggested following areas to be consider for weeding out  which can be 

taken as a Model plan for Stock Analysis or content analysis of library stock. 

 Frequency of use - Is it used by faculty, staff, students or lent out via ILL? 

 Subject area still relevant to the needs and interests of users 

 Author - If the item was written by faculty or staff person of the college, past or 

current, consider for transfer to special collection. 

 Special features, such as inscription, autograph, marginalia 

 Status in history of the subject 

 Consider for  special collection if the term "history" appears in the title or if the first 

chapter/part delineates the historical significance of the book? 

 Publication date - Monographs published between 1900 and 1970 are to be considered 

for historical preservation.  

 Continuity or length of run of textbooks seminal to their fields 

 Format - Is the material reliably available electronically? See section, Weeding Notes 

by Condition, Format, or Type of Material 

 Physical state of the item - Can it be repaired or should it be replaced? 

 Language 

 Duplication - multiple or redundant materials 

 Materials potentially of use in legal research 

Advantages of Collection Analysis/Evaluation/Assessment 

1. It helps in finding out Relevance of collection/stock 

2. It helps in finding out value or importance of collection/stock 

3. It helps in assessing the impact of document. 

4. Evaluation determines how well the collection supports the goals, needs and 

curriculum of parents organization. 

5. Assessment examines or describes collection either in their own terms or relative to 

other collections and checklists.  

Objectives of Collection Analysis 

1. Proper utlilization of shelf space libraries are always facing a problem of space. 

Adequate space to accommodate resources is the prime object of library. Therefore, 

weeding-out will help in keeping aside never used books and storing new books.  

2. Allows studying cost benefits analyasis which helps in answering the doubts about 

weather the money spent on purchase of books benefited users in fulfilling their 

information needs.   

3. To find out the relevance of collection to present users needs. Removing out-dated or 

irrelevant titles from the shelves facilitates browsing by students and faculty. 

4. To maintain the collections in better form. 

5. Helps in sorting out rare collection. 
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Conclusion: 

In Collection Management System, Apart from other activities, i.e. Acquisition, 

technical processing, shelving, dusting, stock verification, sorting out physically non usable 

books…One more activity is to be added and that is Content analysis of  library holding or  

Collection analysis or stock analysis of library, once in three year. It helps to find out 

outdated material which intern finds advantageous in its removal and giving space to new 

material. By following systematic method removal of out dated material is possible.  
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