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Abstract:Union catalogue defined as the well-maintained combined catalogue of the various 

libraries such as private and Public.Which is provide the bibliographical details of the holdings of 

each library. It seems to be a useful tool for implementation of resources sharing,document delivery 

services whether the collection is physical. Due to appearances in theinformation technology, 

information communication technologyit is made possible to create the online union catalogue of 

the holdings of the large number of libraries in our India as well as world. The aim of this paper is 

to describe about the union catalogue and the various efforts made at international and national 

level to create union catalogue with the help of the current technological advancements in library 

and information science. 
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Introduction: 

 The evolution of the concept of library cooperation in 1970s is the phenomenon which leads 

to the existence of the library cooperatives, resource sharing, inter-library loan, and the document 

delivery services. All these services are stimulated by the co-operative cataloguing which further 

turns into the evolution of the centralized union catalogue. Ohio College Libraries Centre (OCLC) 

is the leading agency in the world which took initiative to develop automated system for library 

cooperation in late 1960s at local level. In 1979, the library co-operative initiatives as shared 

cataloguing system made by OCLC had recognized worldwide. Now-a-days, OCLC (Online 

Computer Library Centre) is the leading international agency which provides the largest union 

catalogue of the world named as “WorldCat”. 

Union Catalogue: 

 Union catalogue may be defined as the well-maintained combined catalogue of the various 

libraries which is capable enough to provide the bibliographical description of the holdings of each 

library. In simple, the union catalogue is the collection of the bibliographical details of the printed 

books, serials, these and other documents available in different libraries. 
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It seems to be a useful tool to provide for implementation of resources sharing, inter library 

loan and document delivery services whether the collection is physical or virtual or both. Due to 

advent in the information communication technology, information technology, and fast processing 

speed, it is made possible to create the online union catalogue of the holdings of the large number 

of libraries not only at national level but also at international level.  

According of Hyder, 2004, Union catalogues can be maintained in two ways as follows: 

Centralized Union Catalogues: 

 It is the traditional way to develop union catalogue in which the centralized record of the 

library holdings is created at the central node and then made available to all the participating 

institutions either in physical catalogue card form or microfiche or any other format. Z39.50 cannot 

yet replace a well-managed centralized union catalogue, but it is also clear that in these days of 

funds shortages and essential resource sharing arrangements, a centralized catalogue is not always 

practical or available. In conclusion, there is room for both types of union catalogue in today's 

libraries, and the view that centralized catalogs are still the best way to support high volume 

searching against fixed collections that reflect explicit consortia or other resource-sharing 

arrangements. 

Distributed Union Catalogues: 

 Due to advent of the ICT, MARC and Z39.50 and other file exchange formats, it become 

possible to link the local catalogues through their respective servers to each other by doing the 

necessary processing works. In this model, each participating libraries creates its own catalogue of 

the holding and provide it to the central node to clamp these to union catalogue after authentication 

and duplicate check. It becomes the popular concept in creation the union catalogues now-a- days 

due to the production of the holdings records in real time. 

Union Catalogues: World Perspective 

WorldCat: 

 WorldCat is the largest union catalogue which provides the bibliographic description of the 

holdings of the about 10000 libraries of the 170 countries of the world. It is created and maintained 

by OCLC (Online Computer Library Centre). This world’s largest bibliographic database provides 

information about books, DVDs, CDs, and articles.It provides article citations with links to their 

full text; authoritative research materials, such as documents and photos of local or historic 

significance; and digital versions of rare items that aren't available to the public. 

COPAC: 

 Copac is a union catalogue which provides free access to the merged online catalogues of 

many major research libraries and specialist libraries in the United Kingdom and Ireland, plus the 

British Library, the National Library of Scotland and the National Library of Wales. It has over 40 
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million records from around 80 libraries, representing a wide range of materials across all subject 

areas. Copac is freely available to all. 

Amicus: 

 Amicus is the union catalogue of the published materials held at Library and Archives 

Canada (LAC) but also those located in over 1300 libraries across Canada.AMICUS contains over 

30 million records for books, magazines, newspapers, government documents, theses, sound 

recordings, maps, electronic texts as well as items in Braille and large print. This database is 

capable to locate the theses, government documents and other items, Identify websites, e-texts and 

other electronic sources available free or for a fee. 

SUNCAT: 

 The Serials Union Catalogue, abbreviated as SUNCAT, is the national union catalogue of 

the serials in UK which later became significant at international level. It is created in 2003 under 

Research Support Libraries Programme (RSLP). This database is equally important for the end 

users and librarians to locate the journal titles and others held in the libraries throughout United 

Kingdom. It holds the bibliographic description of the print and electronic serials viz. journals, 

periodicals, newspapers, newsletters, magazines, reports and other publications. SunCat database is 

beneficial for the librarians for inter library loan, consultation of the catalogue, checking of the 

details of the serials held in the UK, for providing the reference and referral services etc. It provides 

search facility by keyword search, subject, title, city, region and the library wise search through 

basic search and advance search as well as browsing alphabetically. 

Union Catalogues: Indian Perspective 

IndCat: 

  IndCat is the effort of the INFLIBNET Centre which is the online union catalogue of the 

holdings of the 121 universities and institutions of India. It contains unified online library catalogue 

of the books, theses, and serials of the participating universities and institutions of India which 

covers the bibliographic description, location and holding information.The bibliographic records of 

the documents in standard formats such as MS-Excel, MS-Access, Dbase/Foxpro, CDS/ISIS, 

WINISIS, MS-SQL Backup, CCF, Libsys backup, MARC and its variants are made available to the 

INFLIBNET Centre as per the terms of MoU signed between INFLIBNET Centre and participating 

universities. 

NUCSSI: 

 National Union Catalogue of Scientific Serials in India (NUCSSI) is the well-maintained 

union catalogue of the scientific serials in India which is made available in digital form through 

web user interface.This data repository serves as an ideal tool to access Journal holdings 

information. It is created and maintained by INSDOC which is presently recognized as NISCAIR 

since 1965 while first published in 1988. With the help of the user-friendly interface and powerful 

search engine, it facilitates easy and improved access to the articles through keyword search, 
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Journal wise search, library wise search and the city wise search. It uses Universal Decimal 

Classification Scheme (UDC) for the purpose of the classification of the journals. 

Conclusions: 

 The Union catalogue is the best option for librarians to disseminate the holding information 

of the libraries to the wide range of the users. The new advents in the ICT and other technologies 

opened the door for quick scholarly communications. The progress in the field of the science and 

technologies and others are communicated with the help of the serials publications so why libraries 

are interested in the creation of the union catalogue of serials to achieve optimum dissemination of 

the bibliographic information to the wide range of users. It is a useful tool for implementation of 

resources sharing, inter library loan and document delivery services whether the collection is 

physical or virtual or both. The maintenance of the union catalogue is the continuous and never 

ending process. The currency of the union catalogue should be maintained because the only well 

maintained union catalogue can serve as the discovery tool for end users to provide various services 

like resources sharing, inter library loan and document delivery services, etc. 
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