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Abstract: Many of the  diasporic writers in their works examines a motif  of an native homeland 

and expatriate. Especially , the writing of  Indian Diasporic writers indeed turn into crucial 

format which helps the readers  to furnish with an extensive perception , judgement or a 

subjective belief  on Indian   traditions, social status and cultural space of the nation . Mukherjee 

is one of the most famous Indian Woman Diasporic writer  who explores the theme of lack of 

identity, immigration,cultural crisis and sense of alienation. The Tiger’s Daughter is the first 

novel of mukherjee that depicts  the complicated merging of the two  separate culture of the 

America and India and how it effects  the psyche of the protagonist, Tara.   In the novel, it seems 

that Tara cannot take shelther  either in her native soil or  in her adaptive land. Tara is an 

immigrant suffering in a foreign realm. Mukherjee’s next novel Wife mirrors the diasporic 

features in more crystalised and notable manner. The novel  deals with the tale of the 

protagonist called  Dimple, a young Indian woman. Dimple has extra ordinary thought for her  

marriage  different from normal Indian girl but unfortunately , she marries an engineer named 

Amit  Basu of her parents choice.  Amit after marriage shift to an alien country where Dimple 

felt suppressed as she is unable to  settled  her life in the USA . As a result , she faced  fear and 

mental instability. Mukherjee’s complete fiction is typical mirrors the angular difference 

between the motherland of one and the foreign land in which one live. Hence, it is observed that 

there are variations on the themes such as immigration,cultural displacement, and re-creation or 

search of identities. 
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Introduction : 

‘Diaspora’ is the term which is describes as set of people or the ancestors of that peoples 

who come from one  particular nation  but living in other parts of the world. Many  of the  

diasporic writers in their works examines a motif  of an native homeland and expatriate. Hence, 

the word Indian Diasporic writing can be mention as the  understand  of  social  real entity, 

yearning for sense of oneness and also cultural disparity. The writing of  Indian Diasporic writers 

indeed turn into crucial format which helps the readers  to furnish with an extensive perception , 

judgement or a subjective belief  on Indian   traditions, social status and cultural space of the 

nation . The majority of the element which recurring  in this writing form is the crux of 

“Indianness” which throws light on the culture, value , customs, beliefs and fragrance of Indian 

content .  
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Bharati Mukherjee as a Diasporic Writer: 

Bharati  Mukherjee is one of the most famous Indian Woman Diasporic writer and 

explores the theme of lack of identity, immigration and sense of alienation. Mukhejee's novels  

protagonists are easily offended , upset or hurt and are differently trained in the  exotic image of 

the foreign culture. The protagonists faces the problems of displacement and also multicultural 

existence in the process of cultural differentiation and assimilation. This multiculturalism 

circumstance undesirable confronted the protagonists  to the struggle for a new life and identity 

in the new milleu.  The Tiger’s Daughter is the first novel of mukherjee that depicts  the 

complicated merging of the two  separate culture of the America and India and how it effects  the 

psyche of the protagonist, Tara.   In the novel, it seems that Tara cannot take shelther  either in 

her native soil or  in her adaptive land. Tara is an immigrant suffering in a foreign realm. 

Mukherjee’s next novel Wife mirrors the diasporic features in more crystalised and notable 

manner. The novel  deals with the tale of the protagonist called  Dimple, a young Indian woman. 

Dimple has extra ordinary thought for her  marriage  different from normal Indian girl but 

unfortunately , she marries an engineer named Amit  Basu of her parents choice.  Amit after 

marriage shift to an alien country where Dimple felt suppressed as she is unable to  settled  her 

life in the USA . As a result , she faced  fear and mental instability Thus, the novels of 

Mukherjee’s are based on self –consciousness, quest for identity and cross cultural conflicts 

where her protagonists are seen to be trapped in the fluctuation  of   homeland and hostland 

identity or culturalism. 

Bharati Mukherjee’s The Tiger’s Daughter is a novel loosely autobiographical and a 

realistic novel which ponder some diasporic elements in it such as cross cultural conflict and 

mental dilemma due to the changes in the culture crisis of two countries and also struggling for 

one’s true identity depicts through the female protagonist- Tara Banerjee Cartwright. Tara is 

caught between two contrasting cultures-American and Indian, and realizing that the gap 

between the two worlds cannot be bridged together. The novel is about 22 years old Tara who is 

an Indian immigrant belongs to upper Brahmin family unable to adjust in the adaptive culture of 

America. So, she decided to visit India and her family after seven years. When she landed on 

India , she felt that  her foot on the soil of her native homeland( Calcutta) gave the sense of 

strangeness. There was lack of oneness feeling. Tara is born in Calcutta but married to an 

American man named David Cartwright. After spending seven years abroad, Tara leaves her 

American husband behind and returns to  her home, she notice and finds the places is currently 

on haul down , tumult and uproar which  is vastly differentiate from her reminiscent. She point 

out that it is difficult and tough to make adjustment with  her  family ,friends and relatives in 

India.She felt alienated even in her own house and nation.    

Mukherjee has dealt with cultural encounters between the homeland and the host land. At 

home, Tara ceased to rectify to the stuff or matter which  she loved and liked once in  her past 

memories. She feels the sense of an outsider even in  her own birthplace Calcutta. She had the 

feeling of self- alienation on her own home soil, it seems that her own  things and relation are 

becoming futile. At last, she decided to  returns to the USA that is the land of her adoption . In 

Calcutta, Tara feels entangled between the two worlds that she has known- the India- the land of 
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her childhood and the new country –America, she also likes to call home. Tara finds herself 

isolated and interrupted and even switch off to feel any connection with family and friend at the 

present state.  When she was in America, she reminisced the memory of performing rituals and 

prayers with her mother. When she came back home , feeling of alienated increases because 

unable to recalls her rituals, custom and bhajans. The essence of Foreignness  in Tara made her 

forget even her mother tongue ‘Bengali’. She has also forgotten some Indian- English words and 

the common idiom of her friends results and as a consequence , there is lack of communication. 

It seemed to Tara that her animosity in the native soil is due to her marriage with a foreigner. In 

India, Tara finds everything bizzare. She tries to sets out again and again to understand and to 

discover but it is invain and Calcutta predictably bursts into conglomeration. Thus, Tara finds 

Calcutta disappointing and she suffers from a sense of immigration, shattered by the culture 

disparity and social shock.  Tara found herself unsuitable for the place wherever she visits. 

Therefore, she is compelled to peep into  her heart and soul which is diversified between the two 

cultures crisis and the two different doctrine as a  two worlds apart. Realizing that the 

reconciliation is impossible, Tara feels to go back to David.   Here, it is notable that Tara at the  

time finds herself estranged from the morals and values to which she was formerly  feels closure 

of her native land but yet  she is also not accustomized  to American culture. According to Jain, 

Tara is “rejecting India and her Indianness unable to grasp its meaning, and equally unable to 

understand the America she is going back to.” (Jain:15). So ,it emphasis the cultural turmoil faced 

by Tara when she refuses to accept Calcutta as her home again. Thus, Tara suffers from a 

psychological, identity crisis and social and cultural displacement that  makes her estranged.  

Mukherjee’s protagonist Dimple of her second novel Wife undergoes traumatic process of 

psyche and culture shock in her search for identity in alien culture.The protagonist of the novel 

who is Dimple , twenty year’s old girl  belongs to middle class Bengali family.  She wants to get 

married soon and eagerly waiting for it. She has a fanciful inclination view for her life because 

she  has very much influential effects  of reading novels and film magazines on her thoughts and 

mind due which she is not ready to accept  the harsh and ghastly realities of life. As a 

consequences, she sets her mind and  heart on marrying a neurosurgeon. But unfortunately , in 

the matrimonial ads , Dimple’s father  is searching for  an engineer boy against her dauhter’s 

wish . Here, the novelist  has pointed out  the dilemma of the Indian woman whose social role, 

duties  and status is prescribe or describe  by a patriarchal society  considering as Indian tradition 

.According to male chauvinist society,  it is regarded that  the feminine duty of a woman is  to 

suppressed  her feelings, emotions, dreams  and desires to the will of  their  father prior  to her 

marriage. So, she opines that marriage is a bestow to her  in disguise of  freedom, fortune and 

perfect happiness for which she always seek of.  She is reckons  to marry a man who would give 

her all materialistic comforts which she not enjoyed in her own family. Meanwhile her father 

finds a suitable boy for her named Amit Kumar Basu, a Consultant engineer who in future settled 

in a foreign land. Dimple is enthusiastic regarding her marital life but all her wish and dreams  

are invain. Amit's mother is not quite happy with the name 'Dimple' and instead wants to call her 

'Nandini'. This is the first blow she has to suffer on her real identity. She wonders whether the 

new name would cease her being the person she is.  She finds the apartment very small,tiny and 

unattractive but she console herself with the words that  it is a passive resistance only.  

Gradually, she commence to realize that marriage is something not made for her. The imaginary 
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world that she had so carefully and lovingly created begins to shatter into little fragments. This 

comes a shift in her psychology. Dimple feels motherhood will rob her of the pleasures of 

leading a cozy life in foreign countries. Hence, she brutally aborts the baby of her womb and  has 

no regret for  her  deed and action. Instead, she felt  relieved on the context  that she will not 

have any past remainder  of the  life to the U.S.(alien land).  

This cruelty of action reflect that   just to enjoy luxurious and epicurean of life and dream 

of migration brings out the moral degradation  of Dimple. Deprived of Indian values, Dimple 

steps her foot  on the land her dreams and desires that is America. In spite of possessing an 

adventurous spirit, Dimple gets baffled by exposure to American culture. Dimple’s reaction is 

quite natural as she comes from a sheltered home to the new home beginning on the foreign soil. 

In the starting, Dimple was anguished due to Amit’s joblessness and Later on due to his  

professional life which  makes Dimple to mourned and lament on their relationship  because 

Amit has  little time for his wife. The result is their martial bond is weakening as the days passes. 

Amit and Dimple gets annoyed and frustrated at various levels of their lives. There lack of 

communication which develops breach between them widening  day by day. Dimple realizes that 

her marriage life turns into disasterous . She  complains that her martial life was bitter and had 

not provided all the glittery things  anf comforts which she  was accepting and started to  hates 

Amit , who  fails to fulfill her dreams. . Padmini Singh comments, “communication between 

husband and wife is essential to marital happiness. So, he bold enough to communicate your 

feelings and views. This is how you are to go about.”(Singh: 24) After getting exposed to the 

alien culture Amit and Dimple fail to communicate their true feelings for each other and 

ultimately ruins their relationship. The situation becomes more worsen when Amit search for a 

job  completed and whole heartly dedicated  more for his work. He lack to comphrend Dimple 

feelings and emotions . He thought that providing necessities comfort and lavish lifestyle alone 

will make her happy. The couple moves to a completely equipped and furnished flat with all 

sorts of day to day  modern  gadgets and appliance. The way of  standard living   and lifestyle of 

the couple enhance , although  they still like a two poles apart living under one roof . Dimple 

getting depressed and disturbed as the times moves on . Now, she  experiences loneliness and 

isolated at every quarter and corner of her life. So to escape away from  this type of feeling, she 

diverse herself to the media, particularly to T.V  and considered it as her sole companion. Her 

involvement with the media is so deep that she gets completely obsessed with  the media. Over 

to all, she seduces Milt in her own bedroom and hides it from Amit. Dimple’ activities are purely 

an outcome of her attempt to become one with American culture. She contemplates the murder 

of her husband. Finally she turns into a neurotic.  

     Dimple is so frustrated and submerged with the American life that she hurts Amit with a knife 

when he comes from behind to embrace her. She expressed her remorse to Amit and criticized 

America culture forming her as fearful aggressive and nervous personality. She  now always  

makes complaint against her life .Amit notice  the outer changes in Dimple physical behavior 

and nature  but fail to recognized her psychological dilemma or problems  and he interlinked this 

change as a cultural shock and disparity. He even promises her to  take to India , but there is  

nothing changes in  her nature. She emotionally breaks down and Amit fails to note that.  She 

becomes schizophrenic, sees her body and soul apart.  Dimple would not have undergone such 
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humiliations, had she stays in India. She would have learnt to reconcile herself to her 

frustrations. Indeed, Dimple is left in a state of confusion and disillusionment at the end of the 

novel. Hence, the cultural conflict leads Dimple to psychic disorder. 

Conclusion :  

Bharati Mukherjee is one of the sublte Indian diasporic writers among many of the 

diasporas writers. Mukherjee’s works  deal with the  universal facts of migration,  the feeling of 

dissociation and estrangement which is usually experienced by expatriates as well as on Indian 

women and their struggle for establishing oneself .Her works also dole out with the subjects  of 

quench for self identity,  longing for oneness, the feeling of alienation, cultural crisis, female 

psyche disorder  and rootlessness especially, on their so call home that is an alien country. All 

this aspects act as a tool of diasporic elements in Mukherjee’s novel.  Mukherjee’s complete 

fiction is typical mirrors the angular difference between the motherland of one and the foreign 

land in which one live. Hence, it is observed that there are variations on the themes such as 

immigration, displacement, and re-creation of identities. She intercedes that by the means of  

adaptation, adjustment, assimilation and acculturation  as the only solvent to overcome the 

trauma of  alienation and cultural conflicts. Bharati Mukherjee is one of the most prominent 

Indian women writers in English who is honored as the ‘Grande dame’ of diasporic Indian 

English literature since her works depicts the tinge or fragmentation of diasporic elements like 

cultural crisis, protagonists psyche disorder and struggle for identity in The Tiger’s Daughter and 

Wife.  
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