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Abstract :-The Bengali Indian couple, Ahoke Ganguli and Ashima Ganguli represents the Indian 

expatriate community in the nation of their choice. The experience of the immigrant Indian in 

U.S. and their attempt to servive as a middle-class family is very painful for the diasporan. These 

dislocated souls often found to be divided between the cultural disparity of East and West. 

Diasporic sensibility, keeps on changing with the change of time and place. It is one thing for the 

first-generation expatriates and the other to the second-generation immigrants. The diasporic 

community has to confirm themselves to the some sort of attempts to assimilation, in order to be 

accepted in the new nation. In The Namesake Jhumpa Lahiri come up with a wonderful blending 

of the two cultures that create inner turmoil for many of her character. With the ethos of Indian 

culture and sensibility Lahiri try to portray the character of Gogol Ganguli, who ironically 

struggles to balance between the two cultures. 

Keywords : Diaspora, displacement, immigrants, cultural practice, indentity crises, dislocated  

souls. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Introduction : 

The adjective diasporan is taken from the word ‘diaspora’ which is derived from Greek which 

means ‘dispare’. In cultural theory the term is used to cover a range of territorial displacements, 

either forced or voluntary emigration to the foreign land. Diasporas thus lives in one country as 

community but look across time and space to another. Where ever they go, these migrants carry 

with them a profound sense of attachment with their former place of residence. These dislocated 

souls are often found to be divided. In other words, their descendants experience displacement, 

marginalization and discontinuity in the cultural discourse gives rise to many crises. 

It is undeniable fact that, the condition living in between is very painful for these diasporan. 

Beside, being a partakers of a powerful Indian culture, they face cultural dilemma when their 

cultural practices are mocked at. This threat to their cultural identity make them difficult to 

constitute their identity in their choice of new country.  

Jhumpa Lahiri, along with other luminaries, gives a significant contribution to flourished 

diasporic writing in India. 
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Theme : 

Jhumpa Lahiri, the second generation Indian immigrant in U.S. brings out these disturbing issues 

in her dazzaling new novel The Namesake ( 2004 ). The paper, is an attempt to highlight some of 

the crises of the immigrant Indians experience in the U.S. through the story of Ganguli family 

with Lahiri’s text as supporting evidence. 

The Bengali Indian couple, Ashoke Ganguli and Ashima Ganguli are the representative of the 

expatriate community in the nation of their choice. Their attempts to servive as a middle class 

family and the experience of issues, plenty on their landing in Cambridge. Ashima Ganguli is 

pregnant and is hospitalized, but there is no one to be with her. Lying in the hospital, she 

wonders, “If She is only Indian person in the hospital…” ( The Namesake ). Doctor Ashley is the 

only person who examine her and tell her that everything is normal; but “nothing feels normal to 

Ashima”, even after eighteen months from their arrival in Cambridge. She can undergo the pain 

all by herself; that is not the issue; she is much worried about “motherhood in foreign land”. 

The diasporic sensibility, keeps on changing with the change of time and place. It is one thing to 

the first generation expatriates and other to the second generation immigrants. The diasporic 

community has to confirm themselves to some sort of attempts to assimilation, in order to be 

accepted in the new nation. If everybody is wearing a pair of plants, in order to avoid tension, the 

Indian diasporic community too have to give up their typical Indian dress code and adopt the 

western mode of dressing, if not immediately, at least in due course. However, when it comes to 

the question of second-generation children in the West, they comfortably adopt themselves to the 

new environment; their assimilation is tension free unlike their parents. But whether they are 

accepted in to the mainstreme of western life or not is a disputable point. 

In the novel, Lahiri portrays the emotions of Ashima Ganguli and her son Gogol Ganguli, the 

hero of novel. Gogol is the first born in Ashoke’s family. Ashoke, an Indian academic, is terribly 

inspired in his subject and has no time to think about cultural assimilation and dislocated souls. 

On the otherhand, Ashima Ganguli has to undergo a lot of cultural conflict between East and 

West. Though the Western culture shocks her enormously, she prefers “to keep herself”. The 

diasporan community learns to live lonely even in a strange atmosphere. Ashima does this with 

boldness and courage when her husband Ashoke moves out to Ohio for research, she stay in 

Massachusetts. Like any other typical middle class Indian mother, her soul affect, by knowing 

that her children have taken to American ways, which are totally opposite to her social and 

religious beliefs and practice. Jhumpa Lahiri portrays the children of Ashoke, and Ashima 

perfectly American. Gogol Ganguli, the hero, is the most striking character in the novel. Infact 

he is the son of Ashoke, an Indian academic and his wife Ashima, and the brother of Sonia. As a 

second generation Indian American, Gogol has a Bengali lineage which ironically he tries to 

eschew. 

Gogal Ganguli like a typicaly American dates one girl after another and his sister Sonia too has 

in love on the American way of life and has a secret boyfriend. Ashoke and Ashima has no 

choice but to be quiet.  
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Americanised children very often clash with their parents when their life style goes diametrically 

opposite to their Indian parents’ expectation. Gogol enjoy a premarital sex with Ruth, his 

American girlfriend. His parents have not express any curiosity about his girlfriend, as the text 

shows, “His relationship with her is one accomplishment in his life about which they are not in 

the least proud or pleased” (The Namesake) . Ruth seems to be bolder than Gogol; she cares a 

hoot about her parents disapproval as long as she finds it romantic. Gogol’s parents are taken a 

back and at last do give a piece of their mind when he tell them that, “marriage is the last thing 

on his mind” (The Namesake). His parents might have been glad when Ruth goes away to 

Oxford for her semester.  

The Indian children of an immigrant parents seldom obey their parents. When Gogol gets a 

fellowship, his parents think that he will choose the MIT, which his father ones attended, and 

move to Massachusetts. But instead that, Gogol chooses Columbia University for his 

architectural programme and moves to New York, a place which his parents do not know well. 

In fact, he doesn’t want to go home on weekends, he has his own circle of friends and parties. 

Gogol meet Maxine, another man’s girlfriend, in one such party, where she able to get Gogol’s 

attention completely. Gogol has no difficulty in getting in to Maxine’s life, as her parents too 

like Gogol very much. Gogol and Maxine often goes out for shopping and soon after this Gogol 

goes to their house and sleep with Maxine, the whole night he would be making love to her. 

Quickly Gogol “falls in love with Maxine” ( The Namesake ). Seeing that Gogol is going steadly 

with Maxine, his parents are very much upset. As Maxine is typically American woman, they are 

keeping their distance. Gogol celebrates his twenty-seventh birthday not with his parents but 

with Maxine and her people in their ranch. Ashima Ganguli is terribaly upset at seeing her 

children becoming cultural orphan in the U.S. She has never imagined that, this would happen to 

her children. 

Gogol’s affinity has been towards the American culture, ignoring his roots. He indulges in 

several misbegotten relationships. Cultural devide separates him and his girlfriends. This free life 

make him more rootless and dislocated. Gogol is more in search of new ‘home’ rather than 

spending enough time with his parents and sister at home. Like many other second-generation 

immigrants Gogol can never find and locate his place, He is always in dilemma, feeling alienated 

and feeling nowhere. 

Conclusion : 

Novel ends with the realization of the meaninglessness of imitating the host culture. Customs of 

the immigrants get changed when they settle down in a country like U.S. Ashoke and Ashima 

Ganguli’s stay in the U.S. has not been happy one; though they have earned some money there. 

Ashima has to be a widow at an early age, with an anonymous death of her husband Ashoke, 

who dies with no loved ones nearby. 

Gogol, the son of Ashoke and Ashima Ganguli, spent most of his youth in dating not only young 

girls but also a married woman. The sex that he enjoys with a different women does not lead to 

any blissful relationship. 
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After Ashoke’s demise, Ashima Ganguli finds the match with the daughter of a Bengali friend 

for her son Gogol. Moushumi, his wife, like Gogol, is at odds with the Indian-American world 

she inhabits. Her secret, illegitimate affair breaks their marital relationships. Gogol become 

totally lost to his divorce with Moushumi. His great American Dream is shattered. Emptiness in 

life upset him in such a way that he become yet another ABCD (American-born confused deshi, 

in the words of Jhumpa Lahiri ). 
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