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Abstract: This paper enlightens on some recent research strategies of English language and 

literature. Research strategy plays a vital role in the procedure of literary research. Every 

research needs certain principles to accomplish the particular research. In recent era research 

has gained an important place in the field of education. According to the time approaches 

towards research have been changed. Different strategies are applied for different kind of 

researches. The nature of research is different from subject to subject. The research in literature 

is the product of the creative writer. For such kind of study specific planning is required and this 

kind of planning     in language and literature is called research strategy.     
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Introduction: 

Research and strategy have very intimate relation with each other.  No research can be done 

successfully and properly without any strategy. Hence, for a successful research strategy has 

become an indispensible part of research procedure. There are different approaches to different 

subjects and nature of subject is also differ from subject to subject. Choosing a research strategy 

is one of the essential things of research procedure. Proper selection of research strategy leads 

the research into successful and proper direction. Research strategy is associated with selection 

of a topic, type of research, research methodology, research technique and research tools etc. 

Research strategy aims to accomplish research work hence it includes why, how, in what way, 

what data, why a particular technique of analyzing the data has been used etc  

Meaning of Research: 

Research is a kind of process which can be defined in various manners. But this process is quite 

different from the other processes like reading, skimming, study and observation. Research has 

deeper meaning than these all things. In 21
st
 century research has assumed a new meaning. It is a 

kind of minute survey done by inquiringly. It is a systematic investigation in the fields of 

knowledge to establish facts or principles. It expects new approach to subject fresh interpretation 

of facts. Some popular definitions of ‘research’ will elaborate the meaning of ‘research’. 

New Standard Encyclopedia defines: 
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“Research is a systematic investigation for the purpose of gaining new knowledge. In 

broad sense, research i8s any study that leads to new knowledge for the person doing 

research.” 

According to Oxford English Dictionary: 

“Research is a search or investigation directed to the discovery of some fact by careful 

consideration or study of a subject, a course of critical or scientific inquiry.” 

Research Strategy in Literature: 

Research strategy is simply a plan of how you aim to achieve your research goal. Research in 

English language and literature requires a careful study of a subject which helps to discover new 

facts or information about it. This careful study needs one kind of strategy or planning. Research 

strategy is a plan that is intended to complete a particular research.  On the basis of this research 

strategy any research can be done systematically and conveniently. The entire procedure of 

research is done under certain principles and these principles means strategy.  Hence, research 

strategy plays vital role in the process of research.  

Research Methods: 

Research methodology is a technique which systematically solves the research problem. 

Research methods are traditionally divided into qualitative and quantitative type. But in the 21
st
 

century new theories, technological developments, new methods have evolved new additions to 

qualitative and quantitative method of research. Research methodology should contain table of 

contents.  Research methodology should be in such a manner that would explain methodological 

approach. It should be able to describe methods of data collection as well as method of analysis. 

Research methodology for English should be able to evaluate and justify methodological choices 

of research.    

There are different kinds of research in natural sciences and social sciences. While formulating 

strategy researcher has to decide which kind of research he/she is going to study. In literary 

research there are four kinds of research: 

1. Bibliography and Textual Criticism: 

Nowadays, this kind of research has taken important place. Textual research is associated with 

the establishment of an authoritative text, correction of past editions, authenticity, attribution and 

chronology. In this research reader must know that the text he is reading is a genuine one. No 

reader can accept text with full of errors. But in Sixteenth, Seventeenth and Eighteenth century 

we found printing errors and striking variations. In the same way most of the important authors 

have left some of their works unpublished. When it is combined with the published material it 

looks different.   

2. Biographical: 
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This kind of research has less importance in India but it understands an author’s art and mind. 

The task of biographer is really very difficult because biographer has to collect material from 

different sources and study published and unpublished writings. If possible he has to take 

interview of him.  

3. Theoretical: 

This kind of research aims to propound a theory of literature or modify existing theory. Such 

research can be compared to the basic research in natural and social sciences. In the 20
th

 century 

advancement in various things brought new approach towards literature and people looked at 

literature from quite different angles. The modern critics have defined their approach, method 

and technique. Nowadays, different schools of criticism are available like Myth, Criticism, New 

Criticism, Marxist Criticism, Structuralism, Feminist Criticism, Postcolonial Theory etc.    

4. Interpretive: 

This kind of research interprets and evaluates a literary text of an author by applying principles 

of a particular theory. It may be study of author’s style, symbolism, exploration of myth, use of 

imagery and development of thought. This kind of research can be compared to the applied 

research in sciences. Interpretive research is closely linked with the theoretical research.  

Aims and objective of Literary Research: 

Literary research has its some aims and objectives. University education system has three main 

functions teaching, research and extension. Research has major importance in the field of higher 

education because research adds something new to the existing treasure of knowledge. In 

teaching there will not be liveliness without research. Research adds every time something new 

and avoids repeating things which are already known. Without acquisition of new knowledge 

through research no civilization would progress.  

There are some objectives of research and that are important in the field of education. The main 

objective of research is advancement of knowledge. It always adds something new to the existing 

knowledge. It broadens the mind and sharpens the critical insight of the researcher. Research is a 

collective responsibility shared by all researchers hence it creates a sense of belongingness to a 

collaborative community. Research is a creation of a genuine and intelligent interest in literature. 

These aims and objectives are taken into consideration while formulating research strategy. 

Conclusion: 

Every research should be the genuine contribution to the knowledge or facts. Such kind of 

research is possible only when researcher discovers a new fact in a new way. Research strategies 

are useful and important for discovering a new way of research. Research strategy includes many 

things. Selection of a topic, research methods, research tools and techniques, review of literature, 

chapter scheme, thesis writing, reference style, bibliography etc. are included in research 

strategy. Research without strategy is like a blind research because research planning is one of 
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the important parts of research work. Researcher has to perform major role in formulating 

research strategy of his work with the help of supervisor.   
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